
UPCOMING CONCERTS AT CONCORDIA IRVINE 
 

The Concordia Choir presents the final concert of its spring tour in the superb acoustics of the Concordia 
Center for Worship and Performing Arts on Friday, March 13, 7:30 pm in the CU Center. Buy Tickets 
 

The Concordia Handbell Invitational Concert will be held on Saturday, March 21, 4:00 pm in the Concordia 
University Center. Admission is free. The Handbell Invitational Concerts showcase local churches, schools 
and CUI’s Handbell Ensembles. 
 

The Concordia Wind Orchestra Composer Spotlight Concert will be held on Sunday, March 22, 7:30 pm in 
the Concordia University Center.  Concordia welcomes composer and conductor, Dr. Travis Cross, who will 
conduct his works with the Concordia Wind Orchestra and two outstanding high school bands. Buy Tickets 

Weekly Newsletter ● March 12, 2020 

Weekly Word ● Phillipians 4:6 

CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES FOR CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS NOW AVAILABLE 
The Coronavirus (more specifically known as COVID-19) is having increasing impact in the U.S., presenting 
a serious risk to population health. While our trust remains firmly in our Lord, it is important that our 
churches and schools are prepared as this situation develops - our goal is preparation, not panic. To assist 
our Pacific Southwest District partners in ministry, we have created a section of our website to be a reposi-
tory for COVID-19 information and updates. This repository can be accessed at psd-lcms.org/coronavirus. 
As new information and resources emerge, we will update this area for your easy reference. 
 

Please be in prayer for this situation, and continue to rely on these words from Isaiah: Fear not, for I am 
with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10 

ONE MINUTE: DO NOT BE ANXIOUS ABOUT ANYTHING 
Saint Paul wrote the above words to the Philippians (4:6). These are important words for us in the face of 
growing anxiety, fear and panic as we learn more about the coronavirus spreading throughout the United 
States. This week (March 1-7) we have learned that financial markets have plummeted; airlines and cruise 
lines are at risk; sports events have been curtailed; large conventions and music venues have been can-
celled; people cannot find hand sanitizers on empty shelves due to panic buying; and there are many more 
signs of fear and anxiety. Read Full Article 

PSD SMALL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Save the Date: Saturday, June 27 
The Small Church Conference will be held at Christ Lutheran Church, Costa Mesa, CA on-site and live 
stream. The keynote speaker will be Rev. Karl Vaters author of Small Church Essentials: Field-Tested Princi-
pals for Leading a Healthy Congregration of Under 250 and The Grasshopper Myth: Big Churches, Small 
Churches and the Small Thinking That Divides Us.  For more information visit psd-lcms.org/events. 

https://tickets.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?e=64b544367f1a104d095510643a2e6619&t=tix&vqitq=bb516bd7-dcff-43c0-844d-873a6d84eba7&vqitp=20d95559-9891-447a-99b4-8d9039955c58&vqitts=1583264379&vqitc=vendini&vqite=itl&vqitrt=Safetynet&vqith=8d578a9da382f0a
https://tickets.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=8ab9c9dbf627853fd7324d65b1213baf&fbclid=IwAR198ecBqiVG4-MkluKVEE0qcSIDByE35OqR5KYlM9-T_lr00bUUg8jFMEQ&vqitq=69864049-d1d9-477f-9d74-9686f0153cab&vqitp=2d999d39-9494-49fa-99cc-0297da9c55f9&vqitts=1583
https://www.psd-lcms.org/coronavirus
https://www.psd-lcms.org/psd-events


LAY PEOPLE … REGISTER WITH I-LERT 
Calling all lay people with disaster-related certifications, or are/were a first responder or are active duty 
military or veterans to register with I-LERT. The mission of the Inter-Lutheran Emergency Response Team  
(I-LERT) is to equip Lutheran congregations and entities to prepare for and respond in the event of a         
disaster. Part of how we do this is by communicating potential resources and support to those in need 
during and after a disaster. We can’t do this without your help! By registering with us, you are not         
committing to anything, but you allow us to note what resources exist and where, and potentially connect 
you with someone in need. Register 

BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY: THE UNSEEN REALM 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Huntington Beach, CA invites you to a Breakfast Bible Study on Saturday, 
March 14.  Vicar Nader Hanna will continue his talk from last June on The Unseen Realm.  The space 
around us is much more populated than we like or think.  We don’t just inhabit this planet, we cohabit; we 
share the planet with unseen beings, good and bad, whose presence and activities directly affect our 
lives.  Even now we simultaneously live in two dimensions, or two realms; you may be sitting at your house 
or office as you read these words, but you, at the same time, are seated with Christ at the right hand of 
the Father in the heavenly places.  Breakfast starts at 8:30 am, followed by the presentation at 9:00 
am.  RSVP to the Church office at 714-846-6330 or churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net. 

STANDING BOLDLY: How the Ideas of Ockham and Luther Made the Confessions Possible 
Some people mistakenly think that the Lutheran Confessions represent a constraint on an individual 
believer's freedom, or a way to give churches conclusions about Scripture that allow members to bypass the 
important work of engaging directly with the Bible. Dr. Jeff Mallinson will explain how a philosophy of 
knowledge, inspired by William of Ockham and Martin Luther, made it possible for laypeople to stand boldly 
for the Gospel . CUI invites you to attend this Trembath Lecture in Confessional Theology being held on 
Sunday, March 15, 3:00 pm at H.E. Durbin '93 Family Conference Center, Concordia University Irvine. For 
more information and to register, contact Grace Saldana at grace.saldana@cui.edu or at 949-214-3185. 

BACH’S JEUS PRICELESS TREASURE PRESENTATION 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange, CA invites you to join us on Sunday, March 22, 7:00 pm as we present 
Bach’s Jesus Priceless Treasure performed by St. John’s Cathedral Singers, Soloists, Orchestra and Organ. 
There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be taken. Childcare is available for children under age 5. For 
more information, please call 714-288-4431. 

CONCORDIA PRESENTS: GIRLS LIKE THAT 
A tight-knit group of teens at an exclusive British boarding school have known each other since they were 
five. Scandal rips through the population when— Snap! Pop! Flash!—a nude photo of one of the girls gets 
sent to the whole student body. Will the young women pull together or will rumors and lies pull their 
friendships apart? The end will leave you breathless. Post-show discussion will be held after select perfor-
mances on the topics of social media and bullying.  Warning: This play contains mature language and a 
brief mention of suicide. Performances: March 14, 19, 20, 21 at 7:30 pm; March 15, 22 at 2:00 pm in the 
Studio Theatre. Buy Tickets Today 

https://www.i-lert.org/contact-us/register-with-us
mailto:churchoffice@redeemer-lutheran.net
mailto:grace.saldana@cui.edu
https://tickets.vendini.com/ticket-software.html?e=400db726a44013c408a00e1f6a3b446d&t=tix&vqitq=5e8d3545-9e0f-4d27-986d-dae012fad13f&vqitp=fdc95389-979e-4858-b90e-6f9a1a932077&vqitts=1583263788&vqitc=vendini&vqite=itl&vqitrt=Safetynet&vqith=7df103ecb0cd4ee


FAITH & BUSINESS FORUM 
Concordia University Irvine's 17th Annual Faith & Business Forum will be held Thursday, March 26, 10:30 
am at Hotel Irvine, featuring Jim Franklin, CEO of HARBRO. The Faith & Business Forum was established 
to honor, celebrate, and foster actionable faith in business leadership and the values of excellence and in-
tegrity. Ticket proceeds go towards CUI’s student scholarship fund.   Purchase Tickets 

EMPOWER FAITH COMMUNITIES TO FIGHT HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Academics are predicting that in the U.S. human trafficking will surpass drugs in size by 2023. The challenge 
is that the human traffickers are organized at a level that we in the faith community are not. On Saturday, 
March 21 faith communities from Santa Barbara to San Diego will be coming together to connect and learn 
from each other. In addition, we will be laying out a plan to organize and empower the faith community in 
the fight against trafficking.  Our Keynote speaker, Alana Flora from Engage Together (Atlanta). If God has 
given you a heart for this issue, this is an event that you don’t want to miss.  Register Today!   

REGIONAL WORKSHOPS … A LIGHT IN THE DARK! 
Regional Workshops are held once a year as a way for anyone interested in learning more about Christiani-
ty and the Church. Each workshop is held at a church, taught by a Pastor, and is a full day event (8:30 am 
to 3:00 pm) including a continental breakfast, lunch, snacks and of course lots of coffee!  Leaders in the 
church attend, Elders, Sunday School teachers, Pastors/wives, Deacons, Parish Ministry Assistants...you 
get the idea.  You may attend any of the workshops … but please, register so we can properly pre-
pare. Certificates will be distributed at the end of the day. The cost of the workshop is $25.00.  For more 
information, contact Victoria Waufle at vwaufle@aol.com. 

Region 4  - March 14 
Christ’s Greenfield Lutheran Church, Gilbert, AZ 
Pastor Tim Alhman, facilitator 

Region 2  - March 21 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Norwalk, CA 
Pastor Eddie Cuen, facilitator 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK PERFORMANCES 
This spring, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis presents opportunities to witness the drama and beauty of 
Mark’s Gospel. Neither a recitation of the text or a play based upon it, the Seminary’s dramatic presenta-
tion of The Gospel of Mark offers an interpretation of the way the text might have affected those who first 
received it. The public is invited to The Gospel of Mark presentations: 
 

Friday, April 24, 6:30 pm at Christ’s Greenfield Lutheran Church, Gilbert, AZ 
Saturday, April 25, 3:00 pm at Crown of Life Lutheran Church, Sun City West, AZ 
  

The cast consists of faculty members and Seminary alumni.  Presentations are free and open to the public. 
A freewill offering will be taken. Learn More 

GALA OF STARS 
You are invited to join Concordia University Irvine for a special "Starry Night" at the Gala of Stars on     
Saturday, April 25, 5:00 pm on the Concordia campus. Enjoy an incredible silent auction, gourmet dinner, 
live auction, and musical entertainment by Concordia students. The evening showcases Concordia Univer-
sity Irvine’s Performing and Fine Arts students. Proceeds from the Gala of Stars benefit Concordia Univer-
sity Irvine’s student scholarship fund to assist with the education of future leaders. With more than 97 per-
cent of Concordia undergraduate students supported by some form of financial aid, scholarships serve as 
an important resource to ease the financial burden of higher education. Deidre Pujols, founder of Open 
Gate International, which provides job and life skills for survivors of human trafficking, violence and home-
lessness, will be the honored guest at this year’s Gala of Stars to accept Concordia University’s prestigious 
“Servant Leadership Award." Questions? Contact Grace Saldana at grace.saldana@cui.edu or at             
949-214-3185.   Buy Tickets Today 

https://www.cui.edu/en-us/giving/events/faith-and-business-forum
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/so-cal-faith-coalitions-presents-how-we-win-in-the-fight-against-human-trafficking-tickets-86286343777
mailto:vwaufle@aol.com
https://www.csl.edu/resources/gospel-of-mark/
mailto:grace.saldana@cui.edu
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY CONFERENCE  

 Our ministry to children and families is critical. Therefore the district will be hosting a conference with pre-
senters focusing on the issues that matter most in this area of ministry. Join us June 16-18, 2020 on the 
campus of Concordia University Irvine and hear from keynote speaker, David Kinnaman of the Barna 
Group and others on the theme of "Rally Together."  
  

Registration: $140 - Deadline: June 2, 2020 
 

Housing is available at Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, John Wayne Airport and on the CUI campus. 
  

Hotel Rates: King (1-2 per room) - $119/night; Double (2-4 per room) - $129/night 
CUI Rates - Double Occupancy - $45 for 2 nights; Single Occupancy - $65 for 2 nights (No AC in dorms) 
 

For more information and to register click here.  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Give your spouse the gift of a lifetime … You! Strong communication skills make strong marriages.        
Enhance your couple communication in 2020 with a Marriage Encounter experience. The next Marriage 
Encounter in the PSD will be held May 29-31 in Mesa, AZ. Pre-registration is required - don’t miss out!    
For more information and registration visit godlovesmarriage.org or contact Ted & Marty Hartman at   
tnmheart@gmail.com or Mick & Sandy Preston at mickersam@gmail.com.  

CHRIST ON THE COAST SERVANT EVENT 
Ramona Lutheran Church, Ramona, CA. invites you to participate in their Christ on the Coast Servant 
Event, July 26-31. Servants (ages 14+) will help facilitate Vacation Bible School and help with light facility 
repairs. Our hope is for the servants to share the Gospel with our VBS participants and the community. 
VBS is the largest annual outreach for our church, bringing in more participants than our regular Sunday 
church attendance! This is a great fellowship opportunity and we need people who are passionate about 
sharing the Gospel with our community. Sign up here. 

MOTHER’S & FATHER’S DAY BULLETIN INSERTS FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
A Prayer for Mothers and A Prayer for Fathers bulletin inserts are available from Lutherans For Life. These 
inserts offer but beautiful prayers for the mothers and fathers God blessed us with.  

Order: A Prayer for Mothers and A Prayer for Fathers. 

PSD STUDENT AID APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 
Financial aid is available through the Pacific Southwest District for students that are preparing for full-time 
church work. Students who are children of Pacific Southwest District Rostered Church Workers and going 
into church work, may also apply for a ThankOffering Scholarship. These funds are from a special offering 
collected each year at the Lutheran Educators Conference. In addition, Music Majors may apply for the 
William R. Hampton Memorial Music Scholarship Award. Visit the Student Aid page on our website to ac-
cess the forms needed to apply.  Application deadline is June 3, 2020. 

POSTPONED! - PSD COLLEGE CONFERENCE 
The Campus Mission Coalition's  WAK (We Are the Kingdom) Conference set for Saturday, April 4, has 
been postponed due to concerns about the COVID-19 (coronavirus) and because many universities and 
colleges throughout the West coast are suspending in-person classes and group gatherings themselves. 
We are currently looking into future dates as a potential reschedule for our college conference. Please stay 
tuned for further updates on a future reschedule!  Although we know the perfect care we have from God 
our Father and know we need not live in fear, we are still motivated by love. The health and safety of stu-
dents and all volunteers is our priority of our upmost concern. 

https://www.psd-youthandfamily.org/children-and-family
http://www.godlovesmarriage.org
mailto:tnmheart@gmail.com
mailto:mickersam@gmail.com
http://servantevents.lcms.org/viewFULL.asp?EventID=1487
https://www.cph.org/p-34300-a-prayer-for-mothers-mothers-day-bulletin-insert.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-24495-a-prayer-for-fathers-fathers-day-bulletin-insert.aspx
https://www.psd-lcms.org/student-aid


Subscribe to eNews:  Keep up-to-date on happenings in the Pacific Southwest District as well as resources 
for congregations; installations and ordinations; and prayer requests.                                                            
Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line. 
Job Site:  Access information on jobs available in PSD congregations and schools. The Job Site can be         
accessed on the PSD website. Subscribe to bi-weekly email notification by sending an email to 
psdenews@psd-lcms.org noting “Job Site subscription” in the subject line. 
Submit News, Information & Job Postings:  Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, 
where, and why’ of the news item or job posting. Items must be received by 2:00 pm Wednesday.   
The Pacific Southwest District will NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason 
other than its intended purpose. 

JOIN OUR PSD SCHOOLS 
IN THE HEARTS FOR JESUS CAMPAIGN 
India has more kids who don't know about Jesus than any 
other nation on earth. That's why Mission India has created 
an experience to help you dig into the Great Commission 
and live it out in India—in 3D! 
 

During this online virtual reality experience, you will travel 
across India with your host, Kevin—visiting four incredible 
places and meeting four extraordinary people. Together, 
we'll see some of the amazing things God is doing in the land of India today! Sign up now and get your 
FREE Adventure Pack (includes a virtual reality headset!). Then, get ready for an exciting, 360° virtual     
reality experience! Sign up today! 

SAVE THE DATES!  
 

Pacific Southwest District All Worker Conference: 
November 22 - November 24, 2020 
JW Marriott Desert Springs Resort, Palm Desert, CA 
Combining our Lutheran Educators Conference and Pastors Conference into one event for 
all PSD church and school workers, we'll join together in unity for wonderful worship, great 
speakers, and new insights. 

 

Pacific Southwest District Convention: 
Wednesday, June 23 - Friday, June 25, 2021 
Faith Lutheran Middle & High School, Las Vegas, NV 
Our triennial District convention will be held in a new location in the Summerlin area of metro Las Vegas. 
This incredible facility showcases how God is at work in amazing ways in our District - don't miss it! 

mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
http://www.psd-lcms.org/
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
mailto:psdenews@psd-lcms.org
https://vimeo.com/287367941
https://missionindia.org/experience-india/hearts-for-jesus/family-sign-up/


Prayer & Praise also includes information on Installations, 
Ordinations, Retirements & Anniversaries 

Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at 

Continued Prayers  
 

Rev. Edward Ambrose – vascular/orthopedic issues 
Jo Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 
Owen Arizmendi - battling Krabbe Leukodystrophy 
Rev. Charles Brady - recovering from two strokes and neurological issues 
Rev. David Byler - fighting emphysema, congestive heart failure, liver and kidney problems 
Dora Collins - chronic pain due to auto-immune issues 
Rev. Alfonso Conrado - dementia, paralysis and diabetes  
Noah Gerdes - recovering from Valley Fever 
Rev. Dave Gruenhagen - fighting cancer 
Rev. Michael Harnack - suffering from CIDP 
David Hendry  – suffering from dementia 
Kim Ingwersen - battling ALS 
Rev. Ray Kibler – immunodeficiency disease & cancer 
Jenny Lawson - fighting cancer 

Ordinations & Installations 
 

Rev. Calvin Kapels will be Installed at Christ Lutheran Church, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA on Sunday, March 
15 at 3:00 pm. A reception will follow to welcome Pastor Kapels  and his family.  Christ Lutheran gives all 
the honor and praise to God in directing His shepherd to Christ Lutheran Church. We give thanks and 
praise to God for sustaining us in ministry during our time of vacancy. Please RSVP to 310-831-0848 or 
email office@clschool.org by March 9. If you are unable to attend, please remember to keep Rev. Calvin 
Kapels and family in your prayers as we embark together into a new stage of ministry!  
 

Michael Powers will be Ordained and Installed at First Lutheran Church, Monrovia, CA on Sunday, March 22 
at 3:00 pm. A reception will follow for Pastor Powers and his wife. First Lutheran Church gives all honor 
and praise to God for guiding and sustaining us during our time of vacancy. We also give Him thanks for 
bringing us a new shepherd. Please RSVP to 626-357-3543 or email firstlutheranchurch@outlook.com no 
later than March 18. If you are unable to join our celebration, please remember us and Michael in your 
prayers as we embark together into an exciting new era of ministry. 

Retirement Celebrations 
 

Rev. Brian Murphy has retired after 20 years of ministry at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, AZ.  With 
grateful hearts the people of Holy Cross Lutheran will be honoring Pastor Murphy in their worship services 
on Saturday, March 21st at 5:00 pm, and Sunday, March 22 at 9:00 am.  There will be receptions following 
each service.  You are invited to attend. Please RSVP to churchoffice@scottsdaleholycross.org.  If you would 
like to send a note of congratulation or encouragement to Pastor Brian, you can email him at                       
pastor@scottsdaleholycross.org. 
 

Rev. Dietrich Schleef is retiring after 45 years as pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Inglewood. Please join us 
on Sunday, May 3 at 12:30 pm. Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau will be preaching. 

Marla Lichtsinn - fighting cancer 
Rev. Johnny Lopez - fighting cancer 
Rev. Harry Matelski - fighting agent orange diabetes  
Susan Matelski - inoperable deteriorating spine 
Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller - treatment for a brain tumor 
Mark Nadeau - fighting cancer 
Gail Scar - recovering from a heart attack & surgery 
Rev. Hal Teuscher – fighting cancer 
Rev. Gary Trickey  - fighting cancer 
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