
Dear Friends,  

The churches of our community have been praying for you and your family, for God’s 
grace of protection and provision during this unique season. As people of faith, we truly 
love our community and are thankful for the way we all care for one another. 

We are also thankful to see our community beginning to reopen. Our civic leaders have 
done well to protect and care for each of us through their diligent and tireless service, 
and now we are ready to move forward together.  

Many in our community have asked us “when will you reopen the churches for in-person 
services?” The answer is not a simple one since every day brings new information 
making the situation quite fluid. But we have been meeting and praying together, 
dialoguing with our state representatives, and listening to the needs of those God has 
called us to care for. Together as church leaders, we have decided to open our campuses 
when the following two conditions are met:  

1) Our State, County, and City officials give the green light to open our campuses and 
invite people to worship together. We are committed to honoring those God has placed 
in authority over us.  
 
2) Our churches can meet the physical distancing requirements and safety protocols 
necessary to protect our congregants, our volunteers, our staff, and our community.  

Thankfully, the question is not “if” we open but “when.” And while some are suggesting 
we open simply to exercise our constitutional freedoms, we believe that our only priority 
is to provide a worship experience that honors God, meets the spiritual and relational 
needs of our people, and does this in a more meaningful way than do our present 
streamed services. 

We recognize others will have different opinions, and we have great respect for all who 
are diligently trying to bring in-person worship of Almighty God back into the lives of 
those in our valley. Our perspective and plan simply represent what we think is best for 
us and our church families.  

As leaders of our several congregations, we the undersigned have decided to work as one 
to open our campuses as outlined here. And while the size and needs of our individual 
churches may mean our openings take different forms, we are united in our 
commitment to the spirit and specifics of this letter. 

Until we are able to open our campuses, we continue to pray that God will use our 
streaming services and all our other remote ministry avenues for his glory. And to all 
who are reading this and do not have a church family, we invite you to visit one or more 
of our churches when in-person services are once again available to you 

Together,  


