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   Convention Minutes of the 45th Convention of the Pacific Southwest District 
                                    of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
 
  Session 1 – Wednesday Afternoon 
 
 1:00 p.m. Singing and Opening Devotion Music by Blake Flatley  
 
Nate Schaus of Buckeye – Chaplain for our convention 
 
Devotion:  Sam Gomez, Grace Latino Ministries 
 
Revelation 7:9 - 10 Theme verse for the convention. 
 
Intrigued by huge crowd in heaven – every tribe and nation. 
 
John’s Kodak moment – a great multitude from every tribe, nation and language.  
Inclusive – every nation and tribe. 
 
Jesus’ work on the cross so that everyone can be brought to Himself. 
 
The New Testament church is multi-ethnic church is biblical. Only one head – Christ. 
 
 1:30 p.m. Call to Order 
 
45th Convention Called to Order at 1:27 p.m. 
 
          1:35 p.m. Convention Registration Report 
 
As of 1:09 p.m., those registered for the convention are: 
 
182 Pastoral Voting Delegates  
170 Lay Voting Delegates 
352 Total Voting Delegates 
 
53 Advisory Delegates 
87 Guests 
 
 1:45 p.m. President’s Address Part 2 (See Part 1 in convention workbook p. 48-
50) 
 
Theme Verse: Revelation 7:9-10 
 
President Larry Stoterau welcomed everyone to the Pacific Southwest Districts 45th Regular 
Convention. 
 
Theme reflects who we are a people many languages and cultures under the cross of Jesus 
Christ, with one voice shout together – Salvation belongs to our God and to the Lamb. 
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We are one of the most ethnically diverse parts of the country and districts in our Synod. 
 
What I have learned in 18 years? 
 

1. God is Faithful. 
 

2. You cannot recreate the past. 
 

3. It doesn’t matter what we want. 
 

4. Faithfulness call us to trust what God wants. 
 

5. People would much rather talk to each other through social media than face to face.  
 

6. The church will go on long after I am gone. 
 

The challenge President Stoterau sees going forward 
 

1. New churches will continue to be planted (most often by existing churches). 
 
Currently 22 licensed deacons have applied for the colloquy program in our church. 
 

2. More churches willing to share resources, or they will die. 
 
45 of our 300 Anglo churches can no longer support a full-time pastor. 
 
We are facing an ever-increasing financial crisis for our church workers. For a family of 4 
living in San Francisco, they need an income of $117k a year to be above the poverty level. 
Orange County families of 4 below $84k live at a poverty level. To buy a home in Orange 
County, you need an income of $150k. 
 

3. We need to expand the number of men in the Cross-Cultural Ministry Center. 
 
The LCMS “is not your grandfather’s church.” 
 
The LCMS is an immigrant church. 
 
The Church after World War II became more Americanized and Democratized.  
 
We are a church 90-95% North European. 
 
“I have had the joy of being loved and loving people.” – greatest accomplishment of 
President Stoterau in the past 18 years. 
 
“I have the joy of watching God’s people at work when the love of Christ is lived out in their 
love.” 
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None of those churches of Revelation exist today but the Bible tells us of wonderful things 
that happened because those churches existed. 
 
We celebrate the hundreds of children baptized because those schools where open. 
 
We celebrate how God is raising up more and more dedicated men and women. 
 
We are here to celebrate the gathering of the nations. 
 
Jesus surrounded by children gathered around Jesus from all nations, races and people. 
 
 2:15p.m. Convention Business 

   
Welcome of New Congregations (see also convention workbook p. 58) 
 
Alive in Christ Lutheran Church of Tucson, AZ 
Faith in Action Lutheran Church of Apache Junction, AZ 
Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Church of Las Vegas, NV 
 
Welcome Newly Ordained Pastors (see also convention workbook p. 48-50) 
 
Rev. Jonathan Ruehs of Concordia University of Irvine, CA 
Rev. Kyle Blake of First Lutheran Church of Long Beach, CA 
Rev. Lee Chunshik of Jesus Love Korean Lutheran of Corona Del Mar, CA 
Rev. Ramon Cabrales of Apostles Lutheran Church of Peoria, AZ 
Rev. Darrin Sheek of Faith Lutheran Church of Capistrano Beach, CA 
Rev. Delwyn Campbell of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Hemet, CA 
Rev Paul Martin (SMP) of Faith Lutheran Church of Vista, CA 
Rev. Eric Clausen of Christ Lutheran Church of Brea, CA 
Rev. Doug Griebenaw of Grace Lutheran Church of El Centro, CA 
Rev. Andrew Cave of Lamb of God Lutheran Church of Lake Havasu City, AZ 
Rev. Bart Loos of University Lutheran Chapel of Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. Albert Chai of Our Savior Lutheran Church of Arcadia, CA 
Rev. Daniel Holm of Grace Lutheran Church of Rialto, CA 
Rev. Trevor Van Blarcom of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Orange, CA 
Rev. Joseph Beran of Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Santa Clarita, CA 
Rev. Pat Hauser of Christ Lutheran Church of Brea, CA 
Rev. Jake Boessling of Christ Greenfield Lutheran Church of Gilbert, AZ 
Rev. Adam Stetson of Christ Lutheran Church of Boulder City, NV 
Rev. Nathan Spaulding of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church of Anthem, AZ 
Rev. Bill Smith of Holy Cross Lutheran Church of San Diego, CA 
Rev. Andrew Eddins of Fountain of Life Lutheran Church of La Mirada, CA 
Rev. William Hartley of Christ Greenfield Lutheran Church of Gilbert, AZ 
Rev. William Maggard, Jr. of Grace Lutheran Church of Rialto, CA 
Rev. Nick Duerr of Hosanna Lutheran Church of Mesa, AZ 
Rev. Jess Knauft-Behal of Community Lutheran Church of Escondido, CA 
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Standing Rules Adopted 
 
The Standing Rules as listed in the convention workbook pages 11-12 were adopted. MSC 
 

 
 2:55 p.m. Presentation of Presidential Nominees  Paul Nelson  
 
Steve Borst (Immanuel, Riverside, CA) of our Nominations Committee introduced our 3 
candidates. 
 
Candidate elected will take office 30 days after the convention. 
 
 Pastor Mike Gibson 
 
Takes all kinds of churches to reach all kinds of people. 
 
Shaped by many years of mission travel and experiences. 
 
2 things identify growing Lutheran churches are:  
1. Unity in our doctrine as well as unity with a radical commitment to the mission God has 
called us to in Jesus Christ.  
 
2. Diversity in practice, not just tolerated, but celebrated. 
 
That doesn’t mean there are no differences in opinion, but a greater commitment to the 
mission, to push forward with the Gospel of Christ to transform the lives of people. 
 
In PSD we need to celebrate our differences, because it takes all kinds of churches to reach 
all kinds of people. 
 
We must keep 3 words in their right sequence – Christology, Missiology, Ecclesiology. 
 
When we get them mixed up, we struggle with each other. 
 
A personal passion for the church – people of God doing the work of God. 
 
Disciples turn into disciple makers. 
 
Grateful for those who serve. 
 
 Pastor Vince Harman 
 
Imagine the celebration in heaven of the work of the church in heaven of all nations. 
 
We can speak the same language but not understand each other. 
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Go boldly, go humbly. To listen and engage. 
 
Vision is to go in all our communities to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes. 
 
We need to change our position and posture, we need to go out as missionaries and earn 
the right to be heard.  
 
We need to go out as missionaries because we are on a mission field. 
 
We need to share those resources with each other – no matter our congregational size, you 
have something to share. 
 
We need to go to the other side of the lake – as Jesus did after calming the storm and 
going to the other side of the lake – heal the demon and he goes and tells everyone what 
the Lord has done. 
 
What we will see is our district will look more like our communities.  
 
 Pastor Tim Klinkenberg 
 
1. The District President is about service to the church, not politics of the church. 
2. The District President is about giving to congregation and ministry not taking away. 
3. The District President is about pulling together as many congregations and people to 

lead people to Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 12 guides the work of my ministry and work of District President if elected. 
 
How we pull together in the future says everything about the sincerity of our love. 
 
Gospel is the glue that binds us to one another and our ministry to our Lord Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 guides my work and ministry of District President if elected. 
 
Crystalized under the words I may save some. 
 
Maybe if we work together, we can save some. 
 

 3:10 p.m. Nominations Floor Committee    Paul Nelson 
 

Explanation of Voting Machines 
 
Dennis Jacobsen explained how to use the voting device instructions. 
 
Is this your first time as a delegate at the convention? 
 
Yes 127 and No 183 
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What is your age?  
 

1. 51-60 / 69% 
2. 41-50 / 16.9% 
3. 31-40 / 12.3% 
4. 30 or under/ 1.8% 

 
Election for President 
 
Song – Be Thou My Vision 
 
Word of Prayer by our Chaplain for blessing on President and Mrs. Stoterau and our 3 
nominees for God’s guidance in our decision to be made. 
 
You may only use your voting machine and no one else’s. Voting machines may not be 
removed from the hall.  
 
First Ballot  
1. Mike Gibson / 38.8%. 
2. Tim Klinkenberg / 32.1%. 
3. Vince Harman / 29.4%. 
 
Second Ballot  
Mike Gibson elected as District President with 56.6%. 
 
 Guests introduced 
Herb Mueller, 1st Vice-President of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
Scott Murray, 2nd Vice-President of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
Northwest District President Paul and Cindy Linnemann 
California-Nevada-Hawaii District President Mike Lange and his wife Chrissie 
Former California-Nevada-Hawaii District President Bob Newton and his wife Priscilla 
 
 3:30 p.m.  Break  
 
 3:50 p.m. Floor Committee     Jim Henkell 
 
RESOLUTION 18-01 To Honor Rev. Dr. Larry and Mrs. Linda Stoterau for 45 years of 
service. 
 
Approved with standing ovation. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-01 – To Honor Rev. Dr. Larry & Mrs. Linda Stoterau for 45 
Years of Service 
 
WHEREAS, the Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau has served in pastoral ministry in the Pacific Southwest 
District with faithfulness and excellence for 45 years; and 
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WHEREAS, Mrs. Linda Stoterau has served those same years with excellence and distinction 
in education, music, and human care ministries; and 
 
WHEREAS, they have served respectively as President and First Lady of the Pacific Southwest 
District for the past 18 years; therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Pacific Southwest District in convention thanks God for President and 
Mrs. Stoterau, and honors their service with a standing ovation.   
 
 
RESOLUTION 18-02 To Amend the Articles of Incorporation of the Pacific Southwest 
District 
Approved with 93.6%. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-02 – To Amend the Articles of Incorporation of the Pacific 
Southwest District 

 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has requested amendments and 
restatements to the Pacific Southwest District Articles of Incorporation; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the District’s Articles of Incorporation be amended and restated as 
follows: 

 
Articles of Incorporation 

of 
The Pacific Southwest District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 
Article I Name, Duration, Registered Office, and Agent 

a. The name of this corporation shall be “The Pacific Southwest District of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.” 

b. The period of duration of the corporation is perpetual. 
c. The address of the registered office of this corporation as of May 2, 2018 is 1540 

Concordia, Irvine, CA 92612. 
d. The registered agent of this corporation is Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau, 1540 Concordia, 

Irvine, CA 92612. 
 
Article II Objectives 
The objectives of this corporation shall be to carry out within the Pacific Southwest District 
the objectives of The Lutheran Church―Missouri Synod. 
Article III Membership 
The membership of this corporation is the congregations and the ordained and 
commissioned ministers of religion of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod who have 
affiliated with this district. 
 
The voting power of this corporation resides in the congregations which are members of 
the corporation. These congregations exercise this voting power through the accredited 
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pastoral and lay delegates of those same congregations of the Synod that have affiliated 
with this district. 
 
Article IV Meetings 
This corporation shall have general meetings of its members in the years prescribed by the 
constitution and bylaws of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Special meetings may 
be called in such manner as may be provided by the Synod. 
Article V Officers and Board of Directors 

a. The officers of this corporation shall consist of a president, vice-presidents as 
specified by the bylaws of this corporation, a secretary, a treasurer and such others 
as bylaws may identify. 

b. The board of directors of this corporation shall be of the size and composition as 
shall be determined in the bylaws of this corporation. 

c. The officers and members of the board of directors shall be elected at the general 
meetings of this corporation for such terms as shall be specified by the bylaws of 
this corporation and shall serve until their successors are duly elected and have 
qualified. 

 
Article VI Property 
This corporation shall have power to acquire by gift, grants, demise, devise, bequest, 
purchase, or otherwise, property of every kind and description, real, personal, or mixed; 
to hold and use such property and deal with, or dispose of, any or all such property by 
sale, exchange, or gift, when necessary or expedient to carry out the objectives of the 
corporation; provided that all such property shall be acquired, dealt with, or disposed of in 
a manner not in conflict with the laws of the State of (insert name of state where Articles 
are filed) or the laws of any state in which said property is located. 
 
Article VII Constitution and Bylaws 

a. The Constitution of The Lutheran Church―Missouri Synod is also the Constitution of 
this corporation. 

b. The Bylaws of The Lutheran Church―Missouri Synod shall primarily be the Bylaws 
of this corporation. This corporation may adopt additional bylaws that are not in 
conflict with the Constitution, Bylaws, and resolutions of the Synod. 

 
Article VIII Dissolution 

a. In the event this corporation is dissolved or its existence otherwise terminates or is 
terminated, other than by direction from The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 
convention, the assets of the corporation, subject to its liabilities, shall be 
transferred, consistent with applicable state and federal laws, to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod as may be more specifically described in its Bylaws. after 
the payment of the debts of the corporation, all right, title, and interest in and to its 
property, whether tangible or intangible and whether real or personal, shall 
thereupon automatically vest in or be transferred to the Synod, and this corporation 
covenants and agrees to execute and deliver to the Synod such documents and 
instruments and to take such other and further actions as the Synod may deem 
reasonably necessary or desirable, in order to evidence and give full effect to the 
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foregoing. This provision may not be altered or deleted without the approval of the 
Synod in convention or the Board of Directors of the Synod. 
 

b. If, however, on the date of such proposed dissolution, The Lutheran 
Church―Missouri Synod, a Missouri Corporation, or its successor, is no longer in 
existence, the assets of the corporation may be distributed to any other Section 
501(c)(3) organization as designated by the board of directors. 

 
Article IX Relationship to the Synod 
This corporation, as part of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, acknowledges its 
allegiance to the Synod and to the convention of the Synod. It submits to the authority of 
the Synod and the convention. It accedes, recognizes, and accepts the doctrine taught and 
practiced in the Synod (Art. II) and also the Articles of Incorporation, Constitution, and 
Bylaws of the Synod, as currently in effect and as may hereafter be amended from time to 
time. 

a. All provisions of these Articles of Incorporation and associated Bylaws are subject 
to the provisions of the Constitution, the Bylaws, and the resolutions of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod in convention. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency 
between the organizational documents of this corporation and the Articles of 
Incorporation, Constitution, or Bylaws of the Synod, as may hereafter be amended 
from time to time, the Articles, Constitution, or Bylaws of the Synod shall control 
and govern. 

b. This provision may not be altered or deleted without the approval of the Synod in 
convention or the Board of Directors of the Synod. 

c. Neither The Lutheran Church―Missouri Synod nor The Lutheran Church -- 
Missouri Synod Incorporated is responsible for the debts or other obligation of this 
corporation nor do they represent or endorse the fiscal solvency of this 
corporation. 

 
Article X Amendments 
Amendments to these Articles of Incorporation may be made at any time at a regularly 
called meeting of this corporation by a majority of the voting delegates present at such 
meeting, provided such amendments are not inconsistent with the Constitution or the laws 
of the United States or the State of (insert state where articles are filed) or the Constitution 
or Bylaws of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and with prior approval of the 
Commission on Constitutional Matters of the Synod.  

 
RESOLUTION 18-03 To Realign Circuits 8, 9 and 10 
Approved with 96.9%. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-03 - To Realign Circuits 8, 9 and 10 
 
WHEREAS, the pastors of circuits 8, 9 and 10 meet together monthly; and 
 
WHEREAS, circuit 10 only has 5 constituted congregations; and 
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WHEREAS, the 15 congregations of circuits 8 and 9, according to the 2017 statistical reports, 
had less than 1,500 confirmed members combined; and 
 
WHEREAS, Christ Lutheran Church, Rancho Palos Verdes, is geographically isolated from 
circuit 10 making participation in circuit events difficult and infrequent, and yet it is connected 
to the same communities of several congregations in circuit 5; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Diamond Bar, is geographically isolated from circuit 
8 making participation in circuit events difficult and infrequent, and yet it is connected to the 
same communities of several congregations in circuit 11; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that Christ Lutheran Church, Rancho Palos Verdes, be relocated into circuit 5; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Diamond Bar, be relocated into circuit 11; and 
be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that the remaining 19 constituted congregations of circuits 8, 9 and 10 be 
merged into one new circuit.   
 
President Stoterau encouraged all congregations, especially the 30% who did not send in 
statistics, to do so. This helps determine and align electoral circuits. Such statistics are 
submitted electronically each January. 
 
RESOLUTION 18-04 To Ensure Timely and Transparent Financial Reporting to the Synod 
Approved with 91.1%. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-04 - To Ensure Timely and Transparent Financial 
Reporting in the Synod 
 
WHEREAS, a principle of Biblical stewardship is to be accountable with the resources with 
which one has been entrusted, as expressed in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14 ff.); 
and  
 
WHEREAS, much is required of those to whom God has entrusted his gifts: as Jesus said, 
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 
they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b, ESV); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Scriptures teach “it is required of stewards that they be found faithful” (1 
Corinthians 4:2, ESV); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Synod has historically recognized its responsibility of accountability and 
faithfulness in the handling of the finances entrusted to it by its members, as is witnessed in 
Bylaw 1.5.4, “The Synod and each of its agencies shall fully disclose their financial books and 
records to any member congregation of the Synod;” and 
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WHEREAS, the Synod in previous conventions has expressed its opinion that such 
accountability and faithfulness be found additionally in regular reporting of such financial 
disclosure by adopting 2010 Convention Resolution 4-03, “To Broadly Communicate the 
Statement of Financial Position of LCMS,” which reads in its totality: “Whereas, it is 
helpful to understand the Synod’s financial position and communicate it to the members of 
the congregations of Synod; therefore be it Resolved, that each November, the Vice-President–
Finance—Treasurer of the Synod use widely available means, (i.e., The Lutheran Witness, 
Reporter, the LCMS Website) to state the financial position of the Synod in a format easily 
understood by persons unfamiliar with financial terminology.” (2010 Convention Proceedings, 
p. 120); and 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Synod expressed even further the need for full transparency 
in all areas of financial disclosure by adopting 2016 convention RESOLUTION 9-04A, “To 
Improve Disclosures Related to Financial Gifts from God’s Stewards for Special 
Appeals,” which stated in part, “…Whereas, Monies for special appeals requested by 
corporate Synod (e.g., following natural disasters) are reported only in part in Synod 
publications (e.g., Reporter and The Lutheran Witness) and sometimes only annually; and … 
Whereas, donors and members of the Synod are interested in the impact of funds raised for 
special appeals and will appreciate improved disclosure of results; therefore be it Resolved, 
that the financial offices of corporate Synod continue to recognize the desire of donors and 
members of the Synod to improve processes of reporting and work to provide clear, timely, 
and transparent accounting for all funding and special appeals, so that the Body of Christ may 
experience the joy of Gospel-centered mission and ministry beyond the local context or 
community.” (2016 Convention Proceedings, p. 189); and  
 
WHEREAS, it was reported to the 2013 Convention of the Synod by the Board of Directors in 
its Report on the Disposition of Funding the Mission Recommendations (R6-03-01) 
that “the decline in the Synod’s annual unrestricted revenue continues…The board believes 
that congregations will respond through better, open, and honest communication about the 
great things God is able to accomplish for His kingdom when we work together. Numerous 
conventions have passed resolutions calling on congregations to maintain and increase 
unrestricted support for district and Synod ministries, yet the unrestricted support passed 
through our districts to the Synod has continued to decline at the average rate of $1 million 
each year.” (2013 Convention Workbook, p. 114-115); and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2016, the Chief Financial Officer of the Synod, in reporting to the Synod about 
offerings received, stated, “This sharing from God’s bounty continues to decline. Although the 
amount of decline in the past three years has not been as severe as the average decline of 
the previous 20 years, it is still trending negatively. In the face of continued declining 
unrestricted revenues, the ability of Synod, Inc. to respond quickly and nimbly to mission and 
ministry opportunities and challenges laid before us by our Lord also declines, as does our 
ability to ‘fill in the gap’ when restricted revenues, needed to fund much of our mission and 
ministry activities, fall short of their goals. The financial challenges facing our beloved Synod 
persist. I believe that these challenges are of our own making, a product of how we distribute 
the resources provided by our loving Father.” (2016 Convention Workbook, pp. 61-62); 
and 
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WHEREAS, there have been few tangible reports about the financial struggles of the Synod, 
such as the need to trim $4 million dollars from the budget of the Synod (ref. July 7, 2017 
Reporter,https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/international-national-mission and the May 19-20, 2017 
Synod Board of Directors Minutes  
https://www.lcms.org/Document.fdoc?src=lcm&id=4769), these reports are less than 
sufficient to keep the members of the Synod regularly informed about the financial condition 
of the Synod; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been widely reported, albeit not in the official channels of the Synod 
communications, that the Synod has only minimal days of operating capital in its cash reserves, 
which would seemingly place the synod in a precarious financial position (ref. Paragraph 45, 
Financial Reports of the February 17-18, 2017 LCMS Board of Directors Minutes 
https://www.lcms.org/Document.fdoc?src=lcm&id=4659), which stated that without funds 
held on behalf of the two Seminaries, Synod had only 5 days of cash available); and 
 
WHEREAS, in the face of such challenging financial times, transparency and regularity in 
reporting of the financial situation of the Synod is of upmost importance to the members and 
constituency of the Synod who have a vested interest in the financial viability of the Synod 
and who merit clear, concise, and timely reports; and 
 
WHEREAS, the president of the synod recommended in his report to the Synod in 2016 that 
the synod have “Uniform Financial Reporting.” (2016 Today’s Business, p. 28); therefore 
be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Synod in convention direct the Chief Financial Officer to report quarterly 
in the Synod’s official publications about the financial position of the Synod in a format easily 
understood by persons unfamiliar with financial terminology, such transparent reporting to 
include, but not limited to income and expenses (with full disclosure of fees and administrative 
costs), budget versus spending, cash reserves and cash position, etc.; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that these quarterly reports include information about the regular Synod budget 
and the reporting on special appeals as stipulated in 2016 Resolution 9-04A; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Synod be shrewd managers with the resources God has given it; and be 
it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that the Synod give thanks to God for the resources He has entrusted to us, 
recognizing “that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” (Psalm 24:1, ESV). 
 
 4:25 p.m. Mission Moment        Dr. Sang Ich Moon 
Serves as Vice-President at Concordia Irvine 
 
Where we used to go to all nations, the time has changed, and all nations are knocking at 
the door of the Pacific Rim. The mission field has now come to our backyard. The Lord is 
opening a wonderful door in a changing time. The Great Commission turned upside down / a 
Kairos moment, the opportunity of an open door. 
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Time Magazine called our area – the new “Ellis Island”. 
 
Welcomed Pastor and Mrs. Hong from Trinity Lutheran – Los Angeles who have served the 
pastor 30 years. 
  
Trinity celebrated 136th anniversary this past June 24th. English and Korean church have 
joined together with Pastor Hong as the pastor of Trinity Central Lutheran Church. 
 
What do we do after Pastor Hong? We raise our own locally. Beginning of movement – 
Korean Pastoral Colloquy Program. It began over 30 years ago, and today 73 candidates 
have been approved. 33 still serve in our district. 
 
One of the first graduates of the first class, Pastor of Good News Korean Lutheran Church in 
Garden Grove – Pastor Harry Moon. 
 
Other Korean pastors with us and their wives were introduced to the convention. 
 
Most Korean Pastors are worker priests. 
 
We have more Korean pastors than Korean churches. 
 
Most importantly, we value, and treasure being linked to you – on the front lines, for having 
opened your heart and your church for our ministry. Gratitude and appreciation expressed in 
Jesus name.  
 
Book about Dr. Sang Ich Moon’s life – “The Bullet Proof Missionary” how he escaped North 
Korea during the Korean War and come to the United States and serve the Lord. 
 
 4:40 p.m. Lutheran Church Extension Fund      Tyler Fewins 
 
(see also convention workbook p. 127-128) 
 
Since last convention $42 million in loans. 4,000 investors with $120 million in loans in PSD. 
 
Since last convention Gary Spencer retired, and Tyler Fewins hired. 
 
Given to PSD due to investments and dollars available to use $257k. 
 
Kaleidoscope Grant – Worker Health Website, and Christ Phoenix – School Outreach. 
 
Signature Sponsorship Grants -- $15k – Mural at First Good Shepherd Las Vegas 
 
Tyler highlighted various district projects including a video of LCEF’s work with Summit 
Lutheran Church in Buckeye, AZ. 
 
Bart Day, President and CEO LCEF, thanked the convention for President Stoterau and his 
wife Linda and shared how the Pacific Southwest District has been part of LCEF. 
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Active loans in PSD over $202 million. 
 
Total LCEF amount is $1.85 billion loans. 
 
$225 million in loans through LCEF in this fiscal year. 
 
LCEF partnering with international Lutheran education in Shanghai and Hanoi. 
 
Lutheran University being built in Uruguay. 
 
Part of 200 Capital Campaigns raised $175 million.  
 
70 projects by Labors of Christ in the last 3 years. 
 
As LCEF celebrates her 40th birthday, we believe the best is yet to come. 
 
 5:00 p.m. Nominations Floor Committee 
 
Election of Regional Vice Presidents  
 
Derek Klemm, Mountain View Lutheran, Las Vegas, NV 
 
We nominate by region but vote as an entire convention. 
 
 Vice President Region 1 
 
First Ballot 
1. John Koczman / 39.8%  
2. Paul Nelson / 39.1%  
3.. Bruce von Hindenberg / 21.1%  
 
John Koczman elected Vice President Region 1 on 2nd ballot over Paul Nelson by 1 vote / 
50.1%.  
 
 Vice-President Region 2  
 
1. Kevin Austin 
2. Dustin Parker 
3. Bill Cwirla removed name due to service to Synod in another role. 
 
Kevin Austin elected Vice President Region 2 with 66.7%. 
 
 Vice President Region 3  
 
1. Tim Eaton  
   John Bombaro has been called up by the reserves and has been assigned to the pentagon 
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    Mike Gibson elected District President, name removed  
    Tim Klinkenberg removed name for a younger candidate to be elected 
 
Tim Eaton elected Vice President Region 3 with 100%. 
 
 Vice President Region 4  
 
1. Tim Ahlman 
2. Vince Harman 
3. Kevin Kosberg 
 
Vince Harman elected Vice President Region 1 with 71.7%.   
 
Later in convention a ballot will be brought forward to rank Vice President for matters of 
succession. 
 
Floor Nominations 
 
Floor nominations opened for positions other than District President and Vice President. 
None brought forward to convention. 
 
          5:30 p.m. Announcements – Closing Prayer  
 
Special thanks to the family of Mark Jennings; a sample of his work artwork decorates the 
podium in his memory. 
 
Thanks, and appreciation expressed to Ministry Advantage for being a major supporter of 
reception after worship this evening. 
 
Closing Prayer by our chaplain 
 
Adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
Wednesday Evening featured Convention Worship with Holy Communion 
     

Thursday, June 28 
 
  Session 2 – Thursday Morning 
 
 8:20 a.m. Music and Singing   Music by Dennis Bradshaw  
 
We were led in hymns and songs of praise in Spanish and English 
 
 8:30 a.m. Call to Order – Opening Prayer                 Devotion by Kin Vuh 
                  St. Paul’s Garden Grove 
Devotion based on Revelation 7:9-10 
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Having identified with the crowd to crucify the Lord, Revelation speaks of another 
opportunity for the multitudes of the redeemed to raise our palm branches and hail the King! 
 
God is actively at work bringing people to Him of all nations. 
 
One day the trials of this life will be gone, the pressure of the daily grind, the sufferings of 
people. 
 
My sin, not in part, but in whole will be nailed to the cross and I will bear it no more. 
 
We are washed in the blood of the lamb. 
 
 
 8:45 a.m. Synod President Report – Part 1  Vice President Scott Murray  
 
Senior Pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church in Houston, Texas and 2nd Vice-President of the 
LCMS to bring the synodical report. 
 
Video presentation from the Synod was shared. See https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-
lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/  
 
Are we communicating the gospel in the best way to the people at our doorsteps? 
 
Mercy is at the heart of everything we do. 
 
Joy: Fully Lutheran (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) theme for synodical convention next July in 
Tampa, Florida.  
 
Joy begins with confessing our sin and knowing our solution in Jesus. 
 
Whole life of a Christian is one of repentance. 
 
Whole purpose of our Lutheran Confession is to provide comfort for struggling, burdened 
consciences.  
 
The root word for joy is the same root for grace. 
 
The joy we have is also a gift from the Lord. 
 
The Lord’s word brings us joy. Though we have some difficulty as Lutherans forming our 
faces with this. 
 
God finds His joy in you. 
 
President Harrison has asked Vice President Murray to deliver 2 challenges – 
 

1. Know your Bible better. Read God’s Word. Pray God’s Word. Daily Devotions. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/joyfully-lutheran-rejoice-pray-give-thanks-christ-has-done-it/
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To pastors – prepare for Bible Class 
 

2. Read the Book of Concord. Confessions are written to comfort consciences. 
 9:25 a.m. Mission Moment  Dennis Bradshaw & Marcelino Velasco 
 
Ministry of Centro Cristian Hispano. – rejoicing with the nations. 
 
PSD Hispanic Ministry beginnings – language learning is missions and ministry.  
 
Practicing “bull dog” ministry – you bite and don’t let go. 
 
Function of church is to bring in, build up, send out until Jesus comes again. 
 
Bring in to the context of the body of Jesus Christ. 
 
Build up God’s people in Biblical doctrine. 
 
Send out teams high in grace, low in nervousness. Be the lightbulb that Jesus is the light of 
the world. 
 
Prayer has been the lifeblood of our ministries as we move on – pray without ceasing. 
 
Pastor Marcelino Velasco and his wife Lupe shared the story of their work, even more God’s 
work, in their village in Mexico and how God led them to the United States and even more to 
a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 
(Ezekiel 36:24-27 was shared) We are living proof of the promises of God. 
 
Because the love of Jesus was shared with us, we are now able to share the love of Jesus 
with our village in Mexico. (1 Corinthians 3:6) 
 
Pastor Javier Velasco– Centro Cristiano Oxnard 
 
Suffering a stroke in 2008, he thought the enemy was trying to take away what he was 
doing, but God did great things – baptisms and God at work in our church in Oxnard. 
 
God reaching people in Mexico through people like you who have a great heart for others. 
 
Seeking to build a place in the village in Mexico where the people can praise the Lord. 
 
Work will be done by faith because nothing is impossible with God. 
 
Sometimes our vision is tiny, but God’s vision is great. 
 
Solomon revelation we cannot build a building to contain the glory of God, but to build a 
building where we can glorify God. 
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Muchas Gracias for the PSD’s continued support of multi-cultural ministry. 
 
To help us – prayers, physical support, answer the knocks on the door to provide support. 
 
 9:45 a.m.  Floor Committee 
 
RESOLUTION 18-05 To Propose Commissioned Members as Voting Members at 
LCMS District and Synodical Conventions 
 
Move lines 17-18 to line 15 “Parish Assistants and Certified Lay Ministers” after the word 
Deaconesses. 
 
Please note lines underlined are additions to constitution in the resolution. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION to substitute resolution 18-05 with Overture 5 found in the workbook 
page 222 
 
Moved and Seconded and defeated with 54.7% vote No. 
 
Discussion returned to the motion of RESOLUTION 18-05.  
 
Line 86 editorial improvement – commissioned. 
 
MOTION to End Debate (requires 2/3rds majority) 
 
Passes with 76.8% 
 
Vote on RESOLUTION 18-05 
 
Approved with 64.5% of vote 
 
Approved Resolution 18-05 – To Propose Commissioned Ministers as Voting 
Members at LCMS District and Synodical Conventions 
 
WHEREAS, the Synod celebrates the ministry contributions of Teachers, Directors of 
Christian Education, Directors of Christian Outreach, Directors of Family Life Ministry, 
Directors of Parish Music, and Deaconesses, Parish Assistants and Certified Lay Ministers 
through their inclusion as “Ministers of Religion – Commissioned”; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Synod recognizes the voices and wisdom of our commissioned ministers as 
gifts from the Lord; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Synodical Board of Directors is comprised of ordained, lay and commissioned 
ministers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Districts of Synod are comprised of ordained, lay 
and commissioned ministers; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of Regents of the various Concordia colleges and universities are 
comprised of ordained, lay and commissioned ministers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Regents of each of our seminaries is comprised of ordained, lay and 
commissioned ministers; and  
 
WHEREAS, the various commissions, committees and boards of Synod and Districts are 
generally comprised of ordained, lay and commissioned ministers; therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, that The Pacific Southwest District in convention memorialize the regular 
convention of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod in 2019 to amend Article V, A. and B. of 
the Synodical constitution as follows: 
 
V. Membership 
Membership in the Synod is held and may be acquired by congregations, Ministers of Religion 
- Ordained and Ministers of Religion - Commissioned, such as Teachers, Directors of Christian 
Education, Directors of Christian Outreach, Directors of Family Life Ministry, Directors of Parish 
Music, Deaconesses, Parish Assistants and Certified Lay Ministers of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church who confess and accept the confessional basis of Article II. 
 
A Voting Members 
 
All organized congregations that have joined the Synod hold voting membership.  At the 
meetings of the districts of the Synod every congregation or parish is entitled to up to three 
votes, one of which is to be cast by the pastor, one by the lay delegate, and the other by a 
commissioned minister. Congregations without a commissioned minister may send a second 
lay or pastoral delegate.  
 
At the meetings of the Synod, a number of congregations shall form a group  
 
(circuit) which shall be represented by UP TO THREE voting delegates, one a  
pastor, one a lay delegate and the third by a commissioned minister from one of the 
congregations within this group (circuit). Groups (circuits) without a commissioned minister 
may send an additional lay or pastoral delegate.  
 
B. Advisory Members only are the following: 
 

1. Pastors whose congregations do not hold synodical membership 
2. Pastors who are not called to synodical member congregations 
3. Professors at the Synod’s educational institutions 
4. Candidates for the office of the ministry, for that of a teacher of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, for director of Christian education, for director of Christian outreach, 
for director of family life ministry, for director of parish music, for deaconess, for parish 
assistant, or for certified lay minister  

 
 10:25 a.m.   Break 
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 10:40 a.m.   Music – Call to Order  
 
 10:45 a.m.  Mission Moment     Gemechu Olana 
 
Pastor of Oromo Lutheran Church in Beverly Hills, CA and Oromo Mission Society in the 
LCMS 
 
Shared the work of the Ethiopian Mission 
 
Ethiopians use the word diaspora for their mission and immigration, others who have 
immigrated wish one day to go back. 
 
In 1990 coming to America, surprised to find so many people who came to this country who 
spoke his language and Christian faith. 
 
Others came through persecution. 
 
God communicates to people through food in Ethiopian culture. 
 
Our district has done exemplary work in Ethiopian work – 11 new missions and fellowships. 
 
Immigrant churches offer hope through Christ and promise for tomorrow. 
 
65% members of Oromo Ethiopians congregations are young people like in the home 
country. 
 
Fellowships are not fully established congregations, while others have become established 
congregations. 
 
2 Ethiopian Mission Society, one is Oromo, and the other serves more the Hameric 
population in America. 
 
Ethiopian missions provide both local and global opportunity. 
 
3 major challenges 

1. Resources and worship space 
2. Differences in liturgical immigration. 
3. Lack of cross cultural teachers. 

 
 11:05 a.m. Nominations and Elections 
 
Pat Morris led us through election process 
 
 Election of Secretary 
1. Richard Burkey 
2. Dustin Parker 
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Richard Burkey reelected to serve as secretary with 78.1%. (211) 
 
 
 Election of Treasurer 
1. Paul Sundeen 
2. Leona Tschopp  
 
Leona Tschopp elected to serve as treasurer with 61.7%. 
 
 Election of Board Member Commissioned Region 1 
1. Bonnie Hicks 
2. Nancy Durkovic 
 
Bonnie Hicks reelected to serve as Board Member Commissioned Region 1 with 74.9%. 
 
 Election of Board Member Commissioned Region 2 
1. Karl Fink 
2. Dennis Jacobson 
 
Karl Fink reelected to serve as Board Member Commissioned Region 2 with 66.5%. 
 
 Election of Board Member Commissioned Region 3 
First Ballot 
1. Conni Schramm / 41%. 
2. Lucas Fitzgerald / 25.9%. 
3. Michelle Pavasars / 18%. 
4.  Mike Grasz / 15.1%. 
 
Second Ballot 
1. Lucas Fitzgerald 
4. Conni Schramm 
 
Conni Schramm elected to serve as Board Member Commissioned Region 3 with 63.6%. 
 
 Election of Board Member Commissioned Region 4 
1. Paul Brandt 
2. Robert Koehne 
 
Robert Koehne reelected to serve as Board Member Commissioned Region 4 with 58.8%. 
 
 Election of Board Member Lay Region 1 
1. Shawn Baker 
2. Heather Davis 
3. David Roman 
 
Heather Davis reelected as Board Member Lay Region 1 with 61.5%. 
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 Election of Board Member Lay Region 2 
Adam Stadnik only candidate running since Eunice McKoy withdrew due to a recent illness.  
 
Adam Stadnik reelected as Board Member Lay Region 2 with 100% of vote. 
 
 Election of Board Member Lay Member Region 3 
First Ballot 
1. Sue Buster / 37.3% 
2. Joel Held / 30.8% 
2.  Bruce Dannemeyer / 17.2% 
4.  Leanne Luchinger / 14.7% 
 
Joel Held elected on 2nd ballot over Dr. Sue Buster by 2 votes, 50.4% 
 
 Election of Board Member Lay Member Region 4 
1.  Bart Haiduk 
2.  Linda Tayrien 
 
Linda Tayrien reelected as Board Member Lay Region 4 with 67.6% 
 
 LCEF Chairperson 
1. Julian Fruhling 
2. Ruben Martinez 
3. Ron Wilson 
 
Leona Tschopp removed from ballot due to election as treasurer 
 
Julian Fruhling elected as LCEF Chairperson with 66.8% 
 
 11:30 a.m. Concordia University Report    Kurt Krueger 
         (Dan Waite and Lizz Mishreki) 
 
Wrapped up 42nd academic year with 4,300 students this past year. 
 
Enrollment this past fall – 1,517 freshmen on the 500th anniversary. 
 
20 Undergraduate majors / 10 Masters’ programs / 1 Doctoral program 
 
Church work program numbers stabilized with 100 students per year the last several years. 
 
Provide $20k for church work students, and free housing for new church work students. 
 
CUI has 20 different athletic teams in NCAA Division II. 
 
Parliamentary Debate Team has won the national program twice. 
 
38k sq. ft building being built. 
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Small group discipleship program started called “Common Ground”. Will create a curriculum 
for Common Ground Small Groups once its refined. 
 
Encourage you to send your children, grandchildren and children in your congregation to 
apply to CUI. 
 
Lizz Mischke taking the lead of the diversity of student at CUI. 
 
Grandfather and father immigrated from Mexico City. Her dad earned his American 
citizenship by serving in the army. 
 
Joined CUI 3 years ago as Director of PR. Half time marketing, other is half time leading 
(HSI/Hispanic Serving Institute --- MSI/Minority Serving Institute) 
 
HSI 25% needed for funding, CUI currently at 23%. MSI needs 50%, CUI is at 47%. 
 
Board of Regents pursuing HSI/MSI – 20% of work force Hispanic in 2024. 1 in 3 adults at 
Christian colleges are first generation college students. 
 
Latinas College Event. Theme for this year: College is not a dream, But a Plan. 
 
Next conference is October 13th. You can register online or got to www.cui.edu/latinas  
 
 11:45 a.m. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services   
 
Linda Stoterau presenting and serves as Vice-Chairman of the Board for LIRS. 
 
Expressed thanks to President Stoterau for including her in 18 years of service. 
 
LIRS celebrating 80th anniversary to serve uprooted people, starting in World War II; at that 
time, it was many German refugees. 
 
Most of the work carried out through social service providers like Lutheran Social Services. 
 
VIDEO shared by LIRS (https://www.lirs.org/ “Rebuilding Hope”) 
 
You can make a difference in the lives of refugees. 
 
Video is available for when your congregation chooses to host Refugee Sunday. Go to 
www.LIRS.org for more information. 
 
Question is what can I do/you do? 
 
Challenges of the past year leads us to respond … 
 
 

http://www.cui.edu/latinas
http://www.cui.edu/latinas
http://www.cui.edu/latinas
https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.lirs.org/
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1st, Pray … 
1) Pray for displaced of the world (65 million people worldwide) 
2) Pray for understanding why people choose that they need to lead their home country. 
3) Pray for governments around the world to bring peace to their countries so people 

can remain in homes. 
4) Pray for compassion and mercy for those who seek asylum. 

 
2nd, Educate yourself and others. 
 Read President Harrison’s document on mercy (The church will cooperate with others 
in meeting human need.) The Lutheran doctrine of 2 doctrines lays out a broad place for 
church to meet needs; the work extends beyond borders. 
 
3rd, Avoid the political partisan debate – find out what is a refugee, an asylum seeker, search 
the Scriptures for foreigner, sojourner, stranger. 
 
4th, Read Matthew 25 again and again and again. What you did for the least … you did for 
Jesus. 
 
 12:00 Noon   Announcements – Prayer – Adjournment 
 
District Staff was invited forward, and their work acknowledged and greatly appreciated.  
 
Chaplain prayed for our district staff. 
 
    Session 3 – Thursday Afternoon 
 
 1:20 p.m. Music and Singing    Music by Blake Flatley 
 
 1:30 p.m. Call to Order – Prayer    Assefa Gugsa 
 
From Faith Lutheran church – San Diego 
 
Revelation 7:9-10 – 3 key areas 
 
Our diversity so that the Lord is praised among the nations. 
 
Our earthly and eternal unity to sing Holy, Holy, Holy, to the Lord God Almighty. Singing one 
song though no indication they are using only one language. 
 
The mission we are called to together in this life. All are one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Chaplain prayed for needs of our delegates and district 
 
 1:45 p.m. Synod President Report – Part 2 (Q and A) 
 
F. Scott Murray – 2nd Vice President 
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See “Joy:Fully Lutheran” White Paper: https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-
about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/  
 
We have issues of demographics, but we also have Christ and His Word. 
 
Quick run through of Synod programs … 
 

1) His Witness – work of Mark Wood. (For groups of a dozen, people on other side of the 
house.) 

2) Re-Vitality.  
3) LCEF work 
4) LCMS Church Planting tool 
5) Millennials – interested in relationships; the longer the pastorate, the more likely the 

millennial is to stay. Positive relationship with parents. Worship styles, doctrinal 
positions and marriage issues not part of who stays. 

6) International impact – positive relationships Ethiopia, Madagascar, Tanzania. 
 
Question and Answer Time with Vice President Murray 
 
Q: Comment on Synodical theme – Joy: Fully Lutheran.  
 
A: Referred to Tanzanians in his congregation, and the joy they have being connected as 
part of his congregation. 
 
Q: Synodical Resolution 13-02 from Synodical Convention, and issues of the deacon 
community to canceling and restricting licenses. 5-6 districts have responded in opposition to 
the resolution. 
 
All exceptions at this point have been accepted for licensed deacon. 
 
Synodical presidium working hard to understand situation of Lay Licensed Deacons. Still a 
dialogue to be had with those districts. 
 
Q: 1st objective of synod, page 8 of workbook, to conserve and promote the unity of the true 
faith. How are we doing that with other church bodies? 
 
A: Other church bodies coming to us and requesting fellowship with us. We believe in the 
Word of God so that we are going to talk a lot. They are requesting places in the IELC – 
International Evangelical Lutheran Council. President of Synod offers recommendations to 
synod in convention to declared to be in fellowship. 
 
Q: What are we going to do with acquired of the sale of Hong Kong building for potentially 
$24-30 million that was given in the 1950s for mission dollars? 
 
A: Part of the work of the Synod Board of Directors will take a portion of those proceeds to 
go to the historic C.U.S. debt which runs $1 million. Not certain what the other portion has 
been dedicated for. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/message-to-the-church-about-challenges-we-face-and-how-to-face-them/
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Q: What is the rational for Concordia University System, that prior approval from the Synod 
President, takes out those who are not pastors to lead college? What is the rational for that? 
 
A: President Harrison has the right by approval, along with the C.U.S. President, does not 
rule out anyone who has a collar.  
 
Q: Are you saying there is no litmus test? 
 
A: I cannot speak for him, but I do not believe there is a litmus test. 
 
Q: Where can I get a translated Lutheran Bible for them to use? 
 
A: Lutheran Study Bible has been translated in a variety of languages. Ask CPH can you help 
us get one? Also ask Lutheran Heritage for help with translated materials. 
 
Q: How do we start a church that does not meet our demographics? 
 
A: Go to where the people need Jesus most. 
 
Q: With escalating violence, homelessness, poverty, and new generation of homelessness 
more aggressive and demanding, what are the guidelines being established to rising violence 
with a positive way? 
 
A: Sometime the most compassionate thing to say is no. Simplest answer is there are no 
easy answers. We pray to God for strength. 
 
Q: Recommendation for the synod to improve our responses. A: Thank you. 
 
 2:20 p.m. Mission Moment      Glenn Fluegge 
  
2-hour presentation to be squeezed into 20 minutes – 7 Theses: A Call for a Multi-Cultural 
“Reformation” in the Lutheran Church  
 
Spent most of ministry as a foreigner in a foreign land. 
 
Now serves as Director of Cross Cultural Ministry Center. 
 
Two phenomenon reshaping Christianity in the USA 
 

1) Increasingly unchurch society (missionary context) 
The rise of the Religiously Unaffiliated – 1/3 of the younger population, religious, not 
affiliated. 
 
10 years ago, Easter week, Newsweek magazine reported that the Church is no longer in 
control of society. Cultural outsiders are in control if you will. 
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The “center of gravity” of Christianity has shifted form global north to global south. 
 
Today 70% of Christians live outside the west. 
 

2) Mass migration (Multi-cultural context) 
 
Nothing new about migration to the USA, but this wave is coming from Asia and Africa. 
 
¼ of U.S. immigration community comes to California. 
 
Nearly 75% of an estimated 43 million immigrants to the USA are Christian. 
 

7 Theses  
 
THESIS 1: The Lutheran Church is particularly well-suited for the transformation from a 
mono-cultural to a biblical and healthy multi-cultural church. 
 
THESIS 2: A biblical and healthy multi-cultural church is enriched by the great variety of 
God-given gifts brought to it by different cultures. 
 
THESIS 3: A biblical and healthy multi-cultural church builds on the foundation of our 
common identity as God’s children through baptism. 
 
THESIS 4: A biblical and healthy multi-cultural church recognizes, understand and takes 
measure to address the fact that cultural differences and dynamics are real and greatly 
influence the church. 
 
THESIS 5: The present cultural diversity of the leadership of a biblical and healthy 
multicultural church reflects the future cultural diversity of the church body. 
 
THESIS 6: The pastoral education of a biblical and healthy multicultural church intentionally 
trains it pastors to be “culture-crossing bridges.” 
 
THESIS 7: A biblical and healthy multicultural church intentional uses “centrifugal” strategies 
than attraction strategies.  
 
 2:40 p.m.  Greetings 
 
   Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
 
Bonnie Karch, President of the District LWML brought greetings. 
Recognized women at the convention serving in LWML ministry as well as pastors who 
served as counselors. 
 
Mites have given $100 million around the world. 
 
Pastoral leaders were recognized who serve on the district level of LWML. 
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    Lutheran Hour Ministry 
 
Dick Gast – 29 years of leading Lutheran Hour Rose Parade Committee 
 
69th year for Lutheran Hour to have float in a parade. 
 
LCMS individual chairing the parade. 
 
Theme for float: “Joy to the World, the Lord has come” 
 
Need 5,000 pedal pushers. 
 
President Stoterau was given a stained-glass window from a Lutheran Hour float and the 
2019 Pedal Pusher Shirt and made an honorary pedal pusher. 
 
VIDEO of other LHM ministries was shared. Focus on 4 key areas 
 

1) Lay people 
2) Mass Media Proclamation 
3) Global Reach 
4) Digital 

 
Check out lhm.org for more information. 
 
    Lutheran Bible Translators  
 
Dr. Mike Rodewald, President of Lutheran Bible Translators presented a video when the 
people of Zambia receive the Bible. See https://lbt.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4  
 
LBT God’s Word for every language. 
 
54 languages have been reached, over 12 million people. 
 
Next 5 years, 20 million will be impacted with God’s Word in their language. 
 
Find out more visit lbt.org  
 
    Inter Lutheran Emergency Response Team 
 
(see also convention workbook p. 122) 
 
Mercedes Smith and Rick Stark – Inter Lutheran Emergency Response Team  
 
Goal to equip every Lutheran member to be trained for any emergency situation. 
 

https://lbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4
https://lbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4
https://lbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4
https://lbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4
https://lbt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Romans-10.720.mp4
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Request – Go to exhibit booth. Please share any disaster or response program, let them 
know. If you desire to know more or get involved, stop by and let them know. 
 
For the district – effectively and efficiently build and coordinate ministry teams. 
 
Coordinate and assist ILERT teams to help clean up and work after disaster. 
 
Grants available through synod – www.lcms.org/disasters  
 
Also see contact page district web page for Rick Stark  
 
Dcn. Rick Stark 
Director of Disaster Response 
Phone: 619-318-0533 
Email: rick.stark@i-lert.org<mailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org> 
 
    Life Ministry 
(see also convention workbook p. 124-126) 
 
Bill Baker – Life Ministry Coordinator 
 
Life Ministry – advocating for the unborn, weak and vulnerable. 
 
Life Ministry deals with hard topics – euthanasia, depression, etc. 
 
5th Commandment – Luther’s explanation – befriend him in every bodily need 
 
LCMS Life Ministry – Pro-life resources, Life Sunday Resources, etc. 
 
District Life Ministry equips and resources congregations to deal with such difficult 
conversations. 
 
See www.eyesoflife.org for more information. 
 
Look with eyes to see – human trafficking issues and how you will help them. 
 
See www.lcms.org/life 
 
Word of Hope ministry helps those dealing with abortion decisions previously made. 
 
A number of other programs where highlighted. 
 
We can no longer be silent but speak in compassion with love. 
 
Contact: LifeMinistries@psd-lcms.org  
 
  

http://www.lcms.org/disasters
http://www.lcms.org/disasters
http://www.lcms.org/disasters
mailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org%3cmailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org
mailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org%3cmailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org
mailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org%3cmailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org
mailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org%3cmailto:rick.stark@i-lert.org
http://www.eyesoflife.org/
http://www.lcms.org/life
http://www.lcms.org/life
http://www.lcms.org/life
mailto:LifeMinistries@psd-lcms.org
mailto:LifeMinistries@psd-lcms.org
mailto:LifeMinistries@psd-lcms.org
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3:00 p.m.  Break 
 
Time used to continue meeting with greetings 
 
 3:20 p.m.  Music – Call to Order  
 
 3:25 p.m. Board of Directors Report       Robert Koehne                         
(see also convention workbook p. 94-101) 
 
Board expresses its appreciation in having the opportunity to work together with President 
Stoterau. 
 
Mission to effectively resource congregations and school for transforming lives and making 
the Great Commission REAL! 
 
Focus past 3 years … 
 
Move forward with purpose and mission 

1. Encouragement to President and the staff 
2. Transition details 
3. Celebrate the work of President Stoterau 
4. Prepare a path for the newly elected president 

 
Working Together 

1. Celebrate the work in congregations, college campuses, para-ministry organizations 
2. Help fund work at UCLA, LINC LA 
3. Work with Regional Mission Councils 
4. Look for ways to link people together 

 
New Opportunities 

1. Approval for hiring of a Director of Communication and Technical Support 
2. Improved enhanced website and web presence 
3. Approved hiring of Director of Mission 

 
Reach out to the hurting 

1. Aid to congregations dealing with disasters – flooding and wild fires 
 
Vision 

1. We see the district as a resource partner to help congregations – 
2. Join together in worship 
3. Learn from each other 
4. Share best practices 
5. Serve our communities together 

 
President Stoterau thanked Chairman of the Board Tim Klinkenberg and the entire board for 
their support and encouragement. 
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 3:55 p.m.  Floor Committee 
 
RESOLUTION 18-06 To Overrule Board of Directors May 2017 Resolution 12-14 re: Bylaw 
7.1.2 
 
Read by Pastor Mike Hayes from St. John’s Orange CA 
 
MOTION for AMMENDMENT to add sentence on line 170 –  after three of whom shall be 
District Presidents, “and 1 being a hearing facilitator chosen by a blind draw,” and change 
number on 168 
 
Amendment passes with 70.3% 
 
RESOLUITON 18-06 Vote and resolution passes with 84.8% 
 
Approved Resolution 18-06 - To Overrule Board of Directors’ May 2017 Resolution 
12-14, re: Bylaw 7.1.2 
 
WHEREAS, the 2016 Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, in its 
Resolution 12-14 [“Regarding the Right of an Accuser to Appeal When a District President 
or President of the Synod Fails to Act or Declines to Suspend”] and according to Bylaw 
7.1.2, deferred its rightful and legislative authority to the Synod’s Board of Directors 
regarding the development of ecclesiastical supervision bylaws; and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 12-14, in accordance with Bylaw 7.1.2, set forth a specific path 
and timeline for consideration, negotiation and counsel to be conducted with the Council 
of Presidents, with any proposed amendments to the bylaws to be reviewed by the 
Commission on Constitutional Matters and the Commission on Handbook; and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 12-14 states that the Commission on Constitutional Matters in 
Op. 16- 2791 “has indicated portions of the expulsion processes of Synod’s Bylaws are 
presently in an unconstitutional state with respect to Const. Art. XI B 1–3 and Const. Art. 
XIII 2”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors, acting under Bylaw 7.1.2 and at the  
 
express direction of the 2016 Resolution 12-14, in May of 2017 adopted changes to the 
bylaws of the Synod regarding ecclesiastical supervision; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of Synod defines clearly, precisely, and fully the supervisory 
role of the President of Synod, wherein the President of Synod has “the supervision 
regarding the doctrine and the administration of a. All officers of the Synod; b. All such 
as are employed by the Synod; c. The individual district of the Synod; d. All district 
presidents” (XI.B.1); and 
 
WHEREAS, the President of Synod, as ecclesiastical supervisor, is limited in the exercise 
of said power, assuming “only such rights as have been expressly conferred” (XI A.1) [“The 
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officers of the Synod must assume only such rights as have been expressly conferred upon 
them by the Synod, and in everything pertaining to their rights and the performance of 
their duties, they are responsible to the Synod.”], which are expressly conferred to be “the 
power to advise, admonish, and reprove….conscientiously use all means at his command 
to promote and maintain unity of doctrine and practice in all the districts of the Synod” 
(XI.B.3); and 
 
WHEREAS, Synod’s Constitution expressly confers upon the District Presidents the duty 
to “exercise supervision over” their district’s ministers and to “visit and…hold 
investigations in the congregations” (XII.7), including the District  
 
Presidents being empowered “to suspend from membership” their district’s ministers 
(XII.8); and 
 
WHEREAS, prior to the year 2016 and CCM Op. 16-2791, numerous CCM opinions [to 
wit Ag. 1970, Op.15-2750, 13-2669, 10-2581, 03-2354, and 03-2338, A and C] concluded 
that the President of Synod’s scope of ecclesiastical supervision does not include 
supervision over individual workers and congregations expressed in Article XII.7,8; 
therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that Synod in convention, as the ultimate legislative body of Synod [Bylaw 
1.4.1: “The delegate convention of the Synod is the legislative assembly that ultimately 
legislates policy, program, and financial direction to carry on the Synod’s work on behalf 
of and in support of the member congregations. It reserves to itself the right to give 
direction to all officers and agencies of the Synod. Consequently, all officers and 
agencies, unless otherwise specified in the Bylaws, shall be accountable to the Synod for 
all their actions, and any concerns regarding the decisions of such officers or agencies 
may be brought to the attention of the Synod in convention for appropriate action. This 
provision does not apply to specific member appeals to the Concordia Plans, which has 
its own appeal process for such cases.”] considers the following to be steps to the 
resolution of this matter; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that changes, subsequent to 2016 Convention Resolution 12-14, made 
under Bylaw 2.14 “Expulsion of Congregations or Individuals from Membership in the 
Synod,” under Bylaw 2.15 “Expulsion of a District President or Officer from Membership 
in the Synod,” under Bylaw 2.16 “Expulsion of a President of Synod from Membership in 
the Synod,” and under  Bylaw 2.17 “Expulsion of Individuals from Membership in the 
Synod as a Result of Sexual Misconduct or Criminal Behavior,” as a result of 2016 
Convention Resolution 12-14, as adopted by the Board of Directors (May 2017) be 
overruled and of no effect; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Bylaws 2.14, 2.15, 2.16 and 2.17 be returned to and replaced by the 
same corresponding Bylaws as set forth in the 2013 Synod Handbook; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that a Blue Ribbon Task Force of seven members, with four members 
appointed by the 35 District Presidents, three of whom shall be District Presidents, and 
1 being a hearing facilitator chosen by a blind draw, and three members appointed by the 
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President of Synod, be authorized and formed to conduct a thorough study of the 
ecclesiastical supervision matter, including Articles III, VI, VII (studies of Articles VI and 
VII were previously resolved by the 2010 Convention), XI, XII, and XIII, and make 
recommendations to the 2022 Synod Convention, including any necessary revisions of 
constitutional provisions, with the purpose of evangelically resolving the current difficulty 
and division among us; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that all relevant CCM opinions such as 16-2791, 16-2793, 16-2794, 16-
2797, 17-2822, 17-2828 and 17-2836 be placed in abeyance until the 2022 Convention 
and any necessary action at the 2022 convention; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Synod in convention affirm the powers provided to the Synod President 
“to advise, admonish and reprove…conscientiously use all means at his command to 
promote and maintain unity of doctrine and practice in all the districts of the Synod” do 
not include direct supervisory responsibility over individual members of Synod, since 
such individuals are already under the ecclesiastical supervision of District Presidents; 
and be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that the convention pray for peace and harmony in the Synod as it moves 
forward in mission and ministry. 
 
RESOLUTION 18-07 To Overrule CCM Opinion 14-2724 
 
Read by John Garcia from Christ the King Newbury Park 
 
Edit made to line 33 “09” is actually “09” (Zero, instead of 0) 
 
Vote on RESOLUTION 18-07 approved with 86.6%. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-07 - To Overrule CCM Opinion 14-2724 

 
WHEREAS, Article VII of the Constitution of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod states that 
in relation to its members, the Synod is not an ecclesiastical government exercising legislative 
or coercive powers, and with respect to the individual congregation’s right of self-government 
is but an advisory body; and  
 
WHEREAS, Article XIV of the Constitution states that the Synod in convention may adopt 
bylaws that are consistent with and do not contradict the Constitution of the Synod, which 
controls and supersedes such bylaws and all other rules and regulations of the Synod; and 
  
WHEREAS, 2010 Convention Res. 8-32-B encourages the Synod to study Article VII of the 
Constitution, including study of “Congregations and Synod, Background Material on the 
Advisory Nature of the LCMS” along with opinions of the Commission on Constitutional Matters 
related to this topic (including CCM Opinion 09-2573 listed in a “Whereas” paragraph in 
Resolution 8-32-B); and  
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WHEREAS, 1983 Synod Res. 5-10-A in a “Resolved” clause states that The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod reaffirms that its synodical polity is essentially and principally congregational 
in nature; and  
 
WHEREAS, CCM Opinion 09-2573 states in part that “. . . there is a common understanding 
that a congregation exercises its self-government . . . in carrying out . . . its own ministry 
programs and financial affairs . . .;” and 
  
WHEREAS, Synod Bylaw 3.8.3 deals only with who has authority to send ministers of religion 
into Synod foreign mission fields (prior bylaws have been careful not to restrict congregational 
activity relating to whom congregations could send funds overseas, and nothing in the current 
bylaws restrict or could restrict the right of member congregations to (a) fund any ministries 
in foreign countries, or (b) send/fund congregation members for service with any organizations 
seeking to share the Gospel); and  
 
WHEREAS, 1983 Res. 5-37 amending the bylaws only dealt with who on behalf of Synod as 
a whole could send missionaries at the expense of the Synod and where the restriction applied, 
it being a sending bylaw only, clearly not applicable to congregations in any event; and  
 
WHEREAS, there is no Constitution or bylaw provision restricting the right of a member 
congregation to support any mission organization or effort doing work in foreign areas; and  
 
WHEREAS, CCM Opinion 14-2724 states in part, “Congregations may not send funds to 
mission societies and non-Synod entities for work in foreign areas without taking into 
consideration policies developed and determined for this purpose by the Board of International 
Mission as the only sending agency;” therefore be it  
  
RESOLVED, that CCM Opinion 14-2724 be overruled, be declared null and void and of no 
effect insofar as it restricts the congregational right of self-government to fund and participate 
in such foreign mission activity as it deems correct and appropriate; and be it finally  

 
RESOLVED, that the Pacific Southwest District memorialize the Synod the adoption of this 
Overture.  
 
RESOLUTION 18-08 To Provide Regional Support for Our Concordia Colleges and 
Universities 
 
Read by Bob McKinney, Trinity, Simi Valley 
 
Vote on Resolution 18-08 defeated with 52%. 
 
 4:25 p.m.  Lutheran World Relief Video 
 
Video not available at this time 
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4:30 p.m.  School Ministry Report  
(see also convention workbook p. 141-144) 
 
160 schools, 2,000 educators, 20,000 students representing well over 60 nations 
 
School Ministries purpose: School Ministries of the Pacific Southwest District will effectively 
resource healthy, accountable 21st Century Lutheran ministries that are 
• motivated by the Gospel, 
• expectantly yearning for God’s direction, 
• true to the Lutheran tradition of educational excellence, and 
 
Led by congregational and educational leaders who model 
• passionate commitment to ministry, trusting relationships, 
• peaceful partnerships, and 
• support and encouragement to educators, staff, students and their families to be dynamic 
disciples of Jesus Christ and lifelong learners. 
 
Core Values: Christ-centered, Spirit Filled, Ministry Minded, Servant-hearted 
 
2017-2018 School Data  
98 early Children Centers serving 7.057 children 
49 Elementary School serving 8,963 
8 High School serving 3,784 children 
 
Some schools are closing, but many are not. They are growing, thriving and showing gain. 
 
341 students were baptized in the past school year. 
 
To have PowerPoint sent to you, email Rachel Klitzing rachel.klitzing@psd-lcms.org 
 
Schools served by 2,208 teachers, of which 1,018 commissioned. 
 
30 educators completed colloquy from 2015-2018 
 
71 volunteers served this year on task forces, cabinets and committees. 
 
680 total children have been sponsored in the past 16 years by Grant Parents. $50 a month 
supports children in our Lutheran schools. 
 
Video featuring various schools and children declaring, “Salvation belongs to our God 
and to the Lamb.” 
 
 5:00 p.m.  Revitalization     Stewardship 
(see also convention workbook p. 139-140) 
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District Stewardship Committee introduced 
 
Gale Cynova, Committee Chairman 
Pastor Tim Eaton  
Pastor Dave Constien   
Gary Norton, District Facilitator for Revitalization 
 
Has provided materials to be used for more than money, budgets, ministries. Stewardship is 
so much more than dollars and cents. 
 
Everything is on loan to us from God. 
 
Help people to recognize the process, help train people to grow as stewards. 
 
Consider the book, “Ask. Think. Tell” by Charles Lane. 
 
Resources available for stewardship on PSD website. Got to https://www.psd-
lcms.org/congregations then click Stewardship link 
 
Gary Janeske – member of CRM team, helped develop the missional pathway. 
 
About mobilizing members and leading them outside your church walls to live Jesus and lead 
others to the gospel. 
 
Imagine if all your members were awakened and living out God’s calling on their lives. 
 
Activate your own personal calling 
 
Assess and advance your own church’s ministry 
 
7 congregations have participated in the mission pathway. 
 

Revitalization  
 
Congregational Revitalization is a ministry focus begun since our last convention. 
 
Every congregation needs revitalization 

1. One size does not fit all 
2. 4 models with flexibility to adjust 
3. Focus is on good stewardship of opportunity and resources 
4. “Equipping the Saints for the work of the ministry.” 

 
Revitalization makes new things possible. 
 
Revitalization 

1. Be intentional 
2. Be available 

https://www.psd-lcms.org/congregations
https://www.psd-lcms.org/congregations
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3. Develop a plan 
4. Do it 

 
“We are not called to convince, cajole or convert.  We are simply called…to revere Christ as 
Lord and be prepared to gently and respectfully give the reason for the hope that lies within 
us.”  Rev. Dr. Tony Cook on   I Peter 3:15 
 
 5:30 p.m.  Announcements – Closing Prayer – Adjournment 
 
Agenda on Friday may be moved around to accomplish our business. 
 
Thursday Evening featured a Banquet in honor of President and Mrs. Stoterau  
 
 

Friday June 29 
     
  Session 4 – Friday Morning 
 
 8:20 a.m. Music and Singing    Music by Bob Scholz 
 
 8:30 a.m.  Call to Order – Opening Prayer   Tom Parks 
 
Tom Parks from CUI shared the morning devotion. 
 
Through the blood of Christ, we became the children of God. Brothers and sisters, not our 
competitors, not our enemies. 
 
Readings from Revelation 7:9-10 and Psalm 133 and 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
 
Go with the confidence that God is with us. 
 
 Convention Business 
 
Convention recognized LEA Christus Award that went to Rachel Klitzing and presented her 
with a painting created specifically for her from the District.  
 
 Elections 
 
 Constitution Committee -- Ordained 
1. Bill Carney 
2. Kerry Duerr 
3. Bruce Jeske 
4. Ray Kibler 
Two ordained elected to serve. Elected Kerry Duerr with 71.1% and Bruce Jeske with 
62.4%. 
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 Constitution Committee – Lay 
1. Roger Burtner 
2. Carol Stoop 
Elected Carol Stoop with 71.9%. 
 
 Elect Circuit Visitors (p. 207 in workbook) 
 
1 change due to combination of circuits 8, 9 and 10 – Herbert Percy will be elected circuit 
visitor. 
 
Correct church for Thomas Meyer as Community, Escondido not Ramona 
 
Vote is to ratify. 
 
Circuit Visitors are ratified with 96.2% 
 

2018 Circuit Visitors and Realignment 

New  #  
Previous 

#  C.V.  Home Congregation  
Circuit 1 Circuit 1 Keith Jones Good Shepherd, Goleta, CA 
Circuit 2 Circuit 2 Tim Barkett Christ, Newberry Park, CA 

  Circuit 3   Circuit 3 Tim Jenks Canoga Park, CA 
Circuit 4 Circuit 4 Mike Harnack First, Burbank, CA  
Circuit 5 Circuit 5 Jonathan Burkee First, Manhattan Beach, CA  
Circuit 6 Circuit 6 ST Williams St. Paul, Los Angeles, CA 
Circuit 7 Circuit 7 Mark Demel Our Savior, Arcadia, CA  
Circuit 8 Circuit 8 Herbert Percy  Trinity, Whittier, CA  
Circuit 9 Circuit 11 Paul Terhune Hope, Glendora, CA  
Circuit 10 Circuit 12 Richard Paul  Faith, Huntington Beach, CA  
Circuit 11 Circuit 13 Arthur Andrews Hephatha, Anaheim, CA  
Circuit 12 Circuit 14 Larry Bogardus Searchlight, Fullerton, CA 
Circuit 13 Circuit 15 Glenn Lucas Abiding Savior, Lake Forest, CA  
Circuit 14 Circuit 16 Wiley Smith Christ the King, Redlands, CA  

Circuit 15 Circuit 17 Tom King Shepherd of the Hills, Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 

Circuit 16 Circuit 18 Paul Wenz Faith, Riverside, CA  
Circuit 17 Circuit 19 Eugene Smith Prince of Peace, Hemet  

Circuit 18 Circuit 20 Walter Steele Resurrection EV, Quartz Hills, CA  

Circuit 19 Circuit 21 Mike Hall Faith, Vista, CA   
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Circuit 20 Circuit 22 Thomas F. Meyer Community, Escondido, CA  
Circuit 21 Circuit 23 Doug Jones St. James, Imperial Beach, CA   
Circuit 22 Circuit 24 J. Lee Precup University, La Jolla, CA  
Circuit 23 Circuit 25 Mark Johnson Christ, Yuma, AZ  
Circuit 24 Circuit 26 Phill Robins Crown of Life, Sun City West, AZ 

Circuit 25 Circuit 27 Alan Rosnau Shepherd of the Desert, Scottsdale, AZ 

Circuit 26 Circuit 28 Greg Werdin Epiphany, Congress, AZ   

Circuit 27 Circuit 29 
N Mark Rossington Epiphany, Chandler, AZ  

Circuit 28 Circuit 29 
S David Hook Christ, Vail, AZ  

Circuit 29 N Circuit 30 Paul Frank Hosanna, Mesa, AZ  
Circuit 29 S Circuit 31 Derek Klemm Mountain View, Las Vegas 
Circuit 30 Circuit 32 Doug Barnett Grace, Henderson, NV  

River 
Circuit 

River 
Circuit Earl Pierce  Emeritus 

    
  
 2019 Synod Nominated Committee 
1. Dr. Michael D. Lange 
2. Lani Sanders 
3. Linda Stoterau 
4. Glenn Weingarth 
Elected Linda Stoterau with 57.2%. 
 
 Concordia University Board of Regent – Ordained 
1. James Henkel 
2. Craig Michaelson 
3. Elroi Reimnitz 
Elected James Henkell with 69.4%. 
 
 Concordia University Board of Regents – Commissioned 
1. Steven Buuck 
2. Lucas Fitzgerald 
Elected Steven Buuck with 64.8%. 
 
 Concordia Board of Regents – Lay 
 1st Ballot 
1. Roger Burtner 
2. Matthew Flandermeyer 
3. Richard Manning 
4. Kevin McCafferty 



Rough Draft Minutes of the PSD June 2018 Convention – June 27-29, 2018 – Hotel Irvine – Page 40 
 

5. Jeffrey McCombs 
2 lay to be elected to serve. Roger Burtner elected on first ballot as 1 of 2 lay with 57.4%. 
 
 2nd ballot 
2. Matthew Flandermeyer / 38.8% 
3. Richard Manning / 25.1% 
4. Kevin McCafferty / 21.1% 
5. Jeff McCombs / 15% 
After 2nd ballot, Richard Manning dropped from ballot 
 
 3rd Ballot 
2. Matthew Flandermeyer 
4. Kevin McCafferty 
5. Jeff McCombs 
Elected on 3rd ballot Matthew Flannery as Concordia Board of Regents – Lay with 51.1% 
  
 
 Vice President Ranking 
Jon Koczman – Region 1 
Kevin Austin – Region 2 
Tim Eaton – Region 3 
Vince Harman – Region 4 
 
 1 ballot – ranking determined by votes 
Harman 1st Vice President / 78.5% 
Koczman 2nd Vice President / 8.1% 
Eaton 3rd Vice President / 6.9% 
Austin 4th Vice President / 6.5% 
 
 9:00 a.m.  Key Note:  Rev. David Maier, President Michigan District 
 
Acts 17 – Paul at the Areopagus 
 
Don’t argue with God, you’ll lose. 
 
As you rejoice with the nations, the fields around you are white for the harvest. 
 
In Rome, during writing of Revelation, how can you share the gospel when you face 
persecution and death? 
 
They had Jesus and persecution. They had joy because they knew Jesus and had 
forgiveness. 
 
The greater crime would be to keep silent and not share Christ. 
 
23% identify themselves as “None” when asked for religious preference.  
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Less than 17% attend worship on Sundays, less than 7% of those are identified as young. 
 
Gospel will not be changed, it is a force that will not be broken. 
 
Christianity is the fastest growing religion in the world by conversion. 
 
15k come to faith in India every month, 25k in Africa every day. 
 
More Christians living in Iran today than any period of history. 
 
We don’t fight for victory, but from victory – it is done, completely! 
 
Because Christians have doubted the power of the gospel, and have focused on Jesus 
meeting only our needs, we have created consumer Christians. 
 
What do we do in a culture that is increasingly hostile? 
 
John answers that question with a call to endure. 
 
You stand your ground, with your hope with the assurance of a promised hope in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Standing your ground does not mean we do nothing. 
 
Paul describes this becoming all things to all people to win some to Jesus Christ. 
 
God wants to protect you, and Satan wants to get you. 
 
What’s the difference between Christians and disciples? Christians go to heaven, disciples 
change the world before they leave. 
 
If you believe only the ordained share the gospel, you are wrong. 
 
If you believe demographics are excuses for why the church is not growing, you are wrong. 
 
If you believe we only share the gospel with those who look like us, you are wrong. 
 
Easier to stand still than to endure. 
 
Interesting Greek word for endurance can refer to steadfastly following another. 
 
Luke 5 – fishing all night and catching none, then tremendous catch of fish – a visible 
reminder in discipleship training – a memorable reminder of the great work and power of the 
word of God. 
 
John 21 – a reminder of God’s exclamation point of God’s work to reach out to the world. 
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The word of forgiveness comes to us in a word of fresh commissioning. 
 
No matter where we are in our journey of buried discipleship and service, if that’s where you 
are then that’s where we will start. In John 21, Jesus meets Peter where he is. 
 
Resurrection awakens love, hope for the world. 
 
The verb for catch of fish means to catch alive – the gospel never kills, it saves and keeps 
alive. 
 
What does it mean for us to be a net down in the deep to have the hope of rejoicing with 
the nations? 
 
There should be a departure from the status quo. Unconventional ways and places, while 
always holding on to the Word of God. 
 
For Peter, nothing would ever be the same again. 
 
For Peter movement is not centripetal toward Jerusalem, but centrifugal from Jerusalem to 
the farthest parts of the earth. 
 
We live in a time of change – 1 John 5:19, whole world lies in the power of the evil one. We 
do not live in a Christian culture nation, never have. 
 
We are exiles. Christian exiles are not passive, not being cynical nor indifferent nor 
uninvolved. We are salt. We are light. 
 
We labor to illuminate, but not dominate. 
 
Being Christian exiles in American culture, does not end our influence but the swagger out of 
it. This is not new. 
 
We must take both our theology and our culture seriously. 
 
If only theology seriously, we become part of an enclave. 
 
If only culture seriously, we will water down our theology. 
 
By taking both seriously, with our brothers and sisters, we will work to see how to live 
authentic Christians responses with the Word of God. 
 
We spend time with concern for dollars, donors, donuts, and sometimes as needed with 
doctrine. We do not spend enough time concerned for the damned, the 100 million in our 
country who do not know Jesus. 
 
One miracle by Christians cause Indians to marvel – when Christians come together in a true 
spirit of unity. 
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How great impact ours would be in the deep if that could be said of us. 
 
C. F. W. Walther – what would happen if we been the saving of souls the heart of our work? 
What influence on our congregations if we acknowledge the saving of souls as our chief 
work? 
 
Holy Scriptures point us that everyone is to be reached for Jesus. As LCMS, we look for fresh 
frozen cleaned filets, and we should be looking for carp. 
 
Before people care how much you know, they must know how much you care. 
 
Are we like Peter led by the Spirit to obey? To catch the lost, least, last, limited, or lame. 
 
Which of us would have invited the Samaritan woman in John 4 to our congregation? 
Only here in the Gospels does Jesus reveal himself as Messiah. He chooses His witness 
wisely, for she leads her whole village to know Jesus. 
 
Of all the people healed in the Gospels, Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) is the only name you 
will find in the gospel accounts. 
 
As a child of God, live boldly – be salt, be light. 
 
The book of the Acts of God continues. 
 
 10:00 a.m.  Break 
 
          10:20 a.m.  Mission Moment     Stella Yau 
 
First Lutheran Church, Temple City and works with LINC LA. 
 
Encourage to be open to meeting people and hearing people’s individual stories. 
 
Being an immigrant, and learning a whole new language, culture and life was extremely 
painful. 
 
Dominant culture pressured to deny her identity. 
 
Constant reminder of parent sacrifices. 
 
Learning to listen she has discovered the differences between our congregations and 
immigrant community. 
 
What she has heard – 

1) Why can’t they learn English? 
2) Why do we have to put in all these efforts and they are not becoming members? 
3) Why are we doing all these family activities and they do not grow our church? 
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Are you willing to live out your faith, to incarnate Christ’s love, to ease their pain? 
 
Here are a few challenges to reach the Asian community today … 
 

1. Asians, in general, live in a shame and honor culture.  
2. Asians live in a family culture – how can I honor God and not dishonor my parents or 

myself. 
 
Here’s an opportunity in the church … 
 
Asian love language is found in giving. 
 
So, Asian families highly welcome hospitality. Be interested and learn their story. Pay 
attention when no one is paying attention. 
 
We must be intentional in our relationships and community, eat with us. It will bear fruit in 
the long run. 
 
Chinese relationship and family is built around the table and food. 
 
Built intentional relationship with your community through your preschool families to be the 
church.  
 
Together as the church lets commit to live out a radical message that unites and brings 
together all nations, to remain missional, and reflect the community we actually live in. 
 
          10:40 a.m.  Youth and Family Ministry 
 
(see also convention workbook p. 115) 
 
Dave Rueter 
 
How can we provide for youth in our congregation? 
 
One DCE in Rio Grande serves a network of 12 congregations. 
 
That’s one potential way we can band together. 
 
Check out website www.riomac.org  
 
For PSD, 5 annual youth events. Target in 2020 as a PSD wide youth event. 
 
Looking to add Summit event to Las Vegas. 
 
Partner with Orange Nation during off gathering years. 
 

http://www.riomac.org/
http://www.riomac.org/
http://www.riomac.org/
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Earlier this month teen leadership training, how to communicate their faith with their peers. 
 
PSD will participate in NYG in 2019, helping youth in small churches to grow. 
 
First tri-district DCE conference in 10 years was held at Best Practices. 
 
June 16-18, 2020 conference at CUI for Family Ministry. 
 
Best recruited workers see excited workers already serving in healthy congregations. 
 
Rachel Klitzing is part of the Lutheran Church Workers Task Force. 
 
Join us in serving family and ministry. 
 
          10:55 a.m.  Nominating Committee – Elections 
 
Conducted earlier. 
 
          11:15 a.m.  Floor Committee 
 
2 amended resolutions 18-09a and 18-10a were handed out ahead of time. 
 
Chuck McMahon will read RESOLUTION 18-09A – To Encourage Outreach to Those Dealing 
with Addiction 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION to consider Substitute Resolution 18-01 on pages 214-215. 
 
Substitute motion is defeated by 68.5%  
 
Amendment -- Whereas “opiate addiction and abuse is a crisis across our nation” (add 3rd 
whereas) accepted by the committee, no vote required) 
 
Motion to end debate / call the question 
 
Approved to end debate with 90.4% 
 
Vote on Resolution 18-09A approved with 81.7% 
 
Approved Resolution 18-09A - To Encourage Outreach to Those Dealing with 
Addiction 
 
WHEREAS, the legality of marijuana cultivation and use is an ongoing debate in our states 
and nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, drug use and abuse is an issue requiring a more careful, thorough response 
than may be fully detailed in a convention resolution; and 
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WHEREAS, opiate addiction and abuse is a crisis across our nation; therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that we give thanks to God for the blessings we have received through our CUS 
colleges and universities; and be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, that the Pacific Southwest District in convention encourage its congregations to 
reach out and serve those affected and afflicted by addiction, pointing them to the Gospel of 
Christ where we find comfort in the forgiveness of sins and hope for living in a fallen world. 
 
RESOLUTION 18-10A – To Revoke the Requirement the District Presidents Acquire 
Approval of the Council of Presidents to Retain Licensed Lay Deacons in Exceptional 
Circumstances 
 
Read by Jim Henkell 
 
Motion to end debate / call the question 
 
Approved to end debate with 84.2% 
 
Resolution 18-10a approved with 83%. 
 
Approved Resolution 18-10A To Revoke the Requirement that District Presidents 
Acquire Approval of the council of Presidents to Retain Licensed Lay Deacons in 
Exceptional Circumstances 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 13-02A of the 2016 Synodical Convention enabled many Licensed 
Lay Deacons (LLD) to become Specific Ministry Partners by colloquy, revoked the LLD 
designation from many who did not qualify, and allowed LLD’s to continue to be licensed and 
deployed in exceptional circumstances when the needs of congregations require it; and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 13-02A requires that district presidents retain LLDs only with the 
approval of the national body of the Council of Presidents (COP); and 
 
WHEREAS, The new requirement adds a layer of bureaucracy and increases the 
administrative workload for both individual district presidents as well as the COP; and 
 
WHEREAS, This requirement transfers ministry decisions from individual district presidents, 
who know the needs of local congregations and the availability regional ministry resources to 
a larger, distant group may not; and 
 
WHEREAS, This requirement can add to an atmosphere of distrust within the Synod; and 
 
WHEREAS, This requirement may have the effect of reducing the number of LLDs available 
to serve congregations in need, thereby increasing the numbers of congregations which 
many be able to find approved workers; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the Pacific Southwest District in convention memorialize the 2019 
Synodical Convention to revoke the requirement of Resolution 13-02A that district presidents 
must acquire the approval of the Council of Presidents to retain licensure of LLDs in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
 11:25 a.m.  Convention Registration Committee Report 
 
Final Delegate Report 
170 Pastoral Voting Delegates 
184 Lay Voting Delegates 
354 Total Voting Delegates 
 
  78 Advisory Delegates 
102 Guests 
 
534 Total of Registered 
 
 11:30 a.m.  Closing Worship, Installation of Officers 
 
District President Elect Gibson message --- 
 
We give thanks to God for the One who took our place. 
 
10 Things I’m Asking (Vision Starters) 
 

1. Help me. Talk to me. Pray for me. Pray for us. 
2. Read the Word and Do it. 
3. Teach people how to lead others to Christ. 
4. Keep it straight – Christology – missiology – Ecclesiology. Unity in substance and 

commitment. Diversity in practice to reach your context. Not Christology – 
Ecclesiology – Missiology. We become church-centric, clergy-focused, uniformity. God 
didn’t give a mission to the church, He created a Church for His mission. 

5. Study your context. 
6. Create, interrupt, reimagine, revitalize your ministry to reach your context.  
7. School? Make sure it is your #1 mission.  
8. Love each other. Give the benefit of the doubt. Treat one another with honor. Work it 

out! (It’s not naïve – it’s possible!) 
9. Evaluate how you care for church workers. Check your salary and benefit packages 

against District Scale. Take next steps. 
10. Take care of yourselves spiritually, emotionally, relationally and physically. 
 
For next season, listen and vision gatherings – to work with you to shape our vision. 
 
All elected officers were installed with the exception of District President elect Mike 
Gibson to be installed at a later date. (4 p.m. Sunday, August 26th at Christ Lutheran 
Church in Costa Mesa, CA) 
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 12:00 p.m.   Announcements – Adjournment    
 
Adjourned at 12:12 p.m. 
 

Election Result Summary 
District President 
Rev. Dr. Michael Gibson of Christ Lutheran Church, Costa Mesa, CA 
 
1st Vice President - Region 4 
Rev. Vince Harman of Christ Lutheran Church, Yuma, AZ  
 
2nd Vice President - Region 1 
Rev. John C. Koczman of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Canyon Country, CA 
 
3rd Vice President - Region 2 
Rev. Tim Eaton of Edgewater Lutheran Church, Edgewater, CA 
 
4th Vice President - Region 3 
Rev. Kevin Austin of Shepherd of the Hills LC, Rancho Cucamonga, CA   
 
SECRETARY  
Rev. Dr. Richard Burkey of Christ Lutheran Church, La Mesa, CA  
 
TREASURER  
Ms. Leona Tschopp of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange, CA   
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 1  
Ms. Bonnie Hicks of Christ the King, Newbury Park, CA  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 2  
Mr. Karl Fink of Bethany Lutheran Church, Long Beach, CA 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 3 
Mrs. Conni Schramm of Faith Lutheran Church, Capistrano Beach, CA  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 4 
Mr. Robert Koehne of Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 1  
Mrs. Heather Davis of Hope Memorial Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, CA 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 2  
Mr. Adam Stadnik of Shepherd of the Hills, Rancho Cucamonga, CA  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 3 
Mr. Joel Held of Edgewater Lutheran Church, Eastvale, CA 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 4 
Mrs. Linda Tayrien of Mt. View Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV  
  
LCEF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Julian Fruhling of Desert Foothills Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, AZ 
    
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE – CLERGY (elect 2)  
Rev. Kerry Duerr of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim, CA  
Rev. Bruce Jeske of The Gathering Lutheran Church, Long Beach, CA  
 
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE – LAY (elect 1)  
Ms. Carol Stoop of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Goleta, CA  
 
2019 SYNOD NOMINATING COMMITTEE (lay position, elect 1)  
Mrs. Linda Stoterau of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange, CA 
 
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – ORDAINED (elect 1)  
Rev. James Henkell of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, San Diego, CA 
 
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – COMMISSIONED (elect 1)  
Dr. Steven Buuck of Faith Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, N 
 
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – LAY (elect 2)  
Mr. Roger Burtner of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim, CA 
Mr. Matthew Flandermeyer of Faith Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV 
 

District Resolution Results 
 
RESOLUTION 18-01 - To Honor Rev. Dr. Larry & Mrs. Linda Stoterau for 45 Years of Service 
- Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-02 - To Amend the Articles of Incorporation of the Pacific Southwest 
District - Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-03 - To Realign Circuits 8, 9 and 10 - Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-04 - To Ensure Timely and Transparent Financial Reporting in the Synod - 
Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-05 - To Propose Commissioned Ministers as Voting Members at LCMS 
District and Synodical Conventions - Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-06 - To Overrule Board of Directors’ May 2017 Resolution 12-14, re: Bylaw 
7.1.2 - Approved 
  
RESOLUTION 18-07 - To Overrule CCM Opinion 14-2724 - Approved 
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RESOLUTION 18-08 - To Provide Regional Support for Our Concordia Colleges and 
Universities - Defeated 
  
AMENDED RESOLUTION 18-09 - To Encourage Outreach to Those Dealing with Addiction - 
Approved 
  
AMENDED RESOLUTION 18-10 - To Revoke the Requirement the District Presidents Acquire 
Approval of the Council of Presidents to Retain Licensed Lay Deacons in Exceptional 
Circumstances - Approved 
 
 


